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PREFACE 


This little volume on ‘‘last things’’ came 
into being thru the sequence of events un- 
foreseen. So many requests came for a copy 
of the notes from which we bave been teach- 
ing the subject in Bible classes, it occurred 
to us that the notes could be furnished for 
less money and in better shape than a typed 
copy would allow, if put into some perma- 
nent form, but that seemed far away. 


To kasten recovery from a serious injury 
received in an automobile accident, it was 
decided to spend a year or two on the Pacific 
Coast; and there in the Y. M. C. A. Building 
of San Diego, from which the view on every 
side is one of ‘‘magnificent distances,’’ the 
‘‘notes’’ were written up for the printed 
page, in January, 1918. Written while still 
in bad shape from shattered nerves, it was 
a hasty and very imperfect piece of work; 
and yet it won acceptance beyond all expec- 
tation. ‘‘Themselves being judges,’’ it met 
a definite need with the preacher, the Bible 
school teacher, and with the aged saint wait- 
ing for the ‘‘call to cross the bar.’’ 


Eschatology is not a familiar word, and 
since the purpose was to bring the truth to 
busy people, and make it popular with the 
more humble saints, it was decided to pub- 
lish the ‘‘notes’’ under the title of Coming 
Events. Although never announced in the 
usual way, the first edition is exhausted, and 
to meet the calls for it, this second edition, 
revised and somewhat enlarged, is launched 
in the hope that it may prove to be a friendly 
guide to some who are seeking light on the 


things that must shortly come to pass. 


If one wished to see a full statement of 
‘ast things,” it was necessary to turn to 
the large and costly volumes covering the 
whole range of Christian theology. This 
little volume offers a complete statement of 
the eight topics the subject covers in a 
handy and convenient form, and at small 
price. 


There are different reasons why ‘‘last 
things’’ is the writer’s favorite study. His 
mother was a real mystic. She had a won- 
derful prayer life. In moments of serious 
illness, when near the border of things finite, 


she heard the angels sing and wondered, 
like Jacob Behman, why others could not 
hear the music from eternal shores. When 
she affirmed that Jesus the Christ stood by 
her bedside and talked with her, nobody 
doubted it. In death she was a witness to 
fadeless life. It seemed as if the angels had 
‘‘kissed her raptured soul away”. and left 
a light on the face ne’er seen on land or sea. 
William James, in his great book on ‘‘Varie- 
ties of Religious Experience,” quotes at 
length the unusual experiences of the distin- 
guished saints of the past centuries; but he 
records nothing more remarkable than the 
heavenly converse granted mother in high 
and holy moments. 


The author of Coming Events has had, 
from childhood, a keen interest in the world 
of spiritual realities. Things of time have 
always seemed but a mere shadow of the 
real and abiding. For many vears, the 
‘“Letters of Samuel Rutherford” and ‘‘The 
Thirteen Appreciations?” by Alexander 
Whyte, have been more interesting than the 
most fascinating tale of human fact or fic- 
tion. There have been times when the home- 


sickness for that ‘‘land of pure delight, 
where saints immortal dwell,’ has seemed 
incurable. The more spiritual songs bearing 
on ‘‘things above’’ have always thrown him 
into a state of ecstasy beyond words to ex- 
press. They have made him deeply conscious 
of the fact that that, not this, was his home 
and proper sphere. - 


On all sides there is a growing conviction 
that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, 
that one can ‘‘almost hear his footfall on the 
threshold of the door,’’ and the interest in 
truth pertaining to his advent and glorious 
reign is increasing daily. If this little vol- 
ume shall be the means of calling attention 
to, and making more attractive, the coming 
and crowning of earth’s rightful Lord, the 
writer will feel well repaid. 


G. B. M. C. 
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“There is no death! What seems so is transi- 
tion.” —Long fellow. 


How shocking must thy summons be, O Death! 

To him that is at ease in his possessions: 

Who, counting on long years of pleasure here, 

Is quite unfurnished for that world to come! 
—-Blair 


“Death does not, in the slightest degree, affect 
the essential vitality of the soul. It is a change 
of conditions and circumstances, and no more. 
He is Death the Separater, who unclasps our 
hands from the closest, dearest grasp, and with- 
draws us from all our habitude and associations; 
loosens every bond of society and concord, and 
hales us away into a lonely land.” 

—Alexander Maclaren 
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THe Doctrine or Last Trnes 
DEATH AND ALL THat Lirs BEYOND 


INTRODUCTION 


All irreverent inquiry as to the future is 
severely rebuked in the Scriptures, such as 
necromancy and divination; but tlie peren- 
nial interest in death, immortality, and all 
that hes beyond is natural and normal. The 
desire to know is a divinely given instinct. 


The clear light that shines upon the future 
ages from Revelation is intended to give 
faith and fortitude, courage and cheer to the 
pilgrims of earth. God’s love is seen in all 
that is revealed concerning the future state ; 
his wisdom may also be seen in all that is con- 
cealed. ‘‘Now, for good reasons, the revel- 
ation is partial, and the vision limited. 
Now we see thru a glass darkly, but then 
face to face; now I know in part, but then 
shall I know even as also I am known.’’ 


It is also declared that ‘‘eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
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into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” 
There are different reasons why our present 
vision is limited and partial. We have but 
the finite mind and could not understand a 
full revelation; we have but the child’s ca- 
pacity and could not endure the glory of 
higher truths. ‘‘I have yet many things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.”’ 


Yet the heavenly Father has been very 
thoughtful and friendly toward his servants. 
Notice how the Apocalypse begins. ‘‘The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him to show unto his servants the 
things which must shortly come to pass.” 
“Light is sown for the righteous and glad- 
ness for the upright in heart.’’ ‘‘The be- 
liever’s way shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day’’—the day of full revelation 
and unhindered vision. 


The important features of the ‘‘ages to 
come’’ are easily traced in revealed truth 
by the devout sage and saint. The Lord 
himself had much to say about the future 
ages, and the eschatology of Jesus is carried 
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forward to a full and final statement in the 
teachings of Paul, Peter and John. Paul 
speaks of ‘‘other ages’’ in which the revela- 
tion was partial, and of ‘‘ages to come’’ and 
our relation to them, Eph. 2:7; 3:5. Peter 
deals with the time element, and foretells 
important features of ‘‘the day of the 
Lord’’ which always means 1000 years; and 
the ‘‘day of God” which begins with the 
end of time, 2 Peter 3: 10-14. John is ever 
dealing with timeless things. His first word 
is: ‘‘In the beginning was the Word,” re- 
ferring to dateless, timeless periods; and his 
last word is: “ʻI saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away’’ Rev. 21: 1. It is 
given to John to see the new order beyond 
the reaches of time—the new heaven, the 
new earth, and the new city,—the centre of 
a scene where there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain, for the former 
things are passed away’’ Rev. 21: 4. 


Of the eight important subjects included 
in a course of Christian doctrine, three be- 
long to the New Testament, where they find 
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full and adequate statement. The first and 
most important of these is Soteriology,—a 
study of the work, worth and infinite reaches 
of the atonement. KEKeclesiology treats of the 
origin, nature and destiny of the church,— 
the unique institution of this age. Escha- 
tology has to do with the purpose, plan and 
program outlined from the beginning as to 
the future ages, the ages yet unborn. 
‘‘Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world’’ Acts 15: 18. It 
occupies us with things that will greet the 
traveler when he has reached the valley of 
the shadow, and passed the veil that hides 
the distant land from view. 


Eschatology is that branch of theology 
that treats of the final issue in human his- 
tory—the doctrine of ‘‘last things!’ It 
includes death; the coming of the Lord; 
resurrection ; judgment; immortality ; 
Christ’s earthly reign; the end of the world; 
and the eternal state. 
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I 
DEATH 


Death came thru disobedience in the gar- 
den of Eden. The penalty for sin was 
death. ‘‘In the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die” Gen, 2: 17. The pen- 
alty fell upon every part of man’s being— 
body, soul and spirit, Rom. 6: 25; Jas. 1: 5. 
The original sin brought moral death, physi- 
cal death, and spiritual death to every mem- 
ber of the human family. 


How strangely perverted our thought has 
been concerning this truth! Many have re- 
garded physical death as the real penalty, or 
wages of sin, but that interpretation is quite 
superficial. Physical death is little more 
than a sign of the deeper thought of God. 
Romans, eighth chapter, not only gives the 
different meanings the word holds in Scrip- 
ture, but also puts them in their proper or- 
der. The beginning of the chapter treats of 
moral death—the most serious and profound 
meaning of the term; the heart of the chapter 
treats of physical death and the way of final 
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deliverance from it; while the end of the 
chapter assures the believer of the escape from 
spiritual death-—the ultimate meaning of the 
word. 


Moral death is a state of condemnation, 
Rom. 8: 1. 


Physical death is a state of corruption, 
Rom. 8-321 Ps 169. 


Spiritual death is a state of separation 
from God, Rom. 8: 35-39. 


To the believer there is promised in the 
eighth chapter of Romans three things,— 


In the first part of chapter-—no condemna- 
tion, vs 1-10. 


In heart of chapter — no corruption, vs 
18-25. 

In end of chapter — no separation, vs 
35-89. 


Redemption includes the whole man, 
body, soul and spirit, In order that Christ 
might destroy death,— 


He died a moral death, Ps 42: 7; 88: 7. 
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MEANING OF DEATH 


He died a physical death, Matt. 27: 50. 


He died a spiritual death, Ps 22: 1: Matt. 
27: 46. 


He died a moral death when his soul was 
made an offering for sin, for sin is a moral 
question, Isa. 53: 10. 


He died a physical death when he was put 
to death in the flesh but quickened by the 
spirit, 1 Pet, d+ 16. 


He died a spiritual death when he cried 
al the eross, ‘‘My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?’’ Matt. 27: 46. The final 
meaning of death grows out of the soirit’s 
relation to ‘‘the Father of Spirits,’’ and the 
atonement includes that feature. Detach- 
ment from God-—aloneness—means atrophy 
of the soul, or spirtual death, and in that 
most tragic hour Jesus had this experience. 


The real meaning of death, as the term 
applies to man, is not extinction, but 
separation, 


Physical death is separation of spirit from 
the body—the grave between. 
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Moral death is separation of the soul from 
God—his frown between! Jno, 3: 36. 


Spiritual death is separation of the spirit 
from God—a gulf between, Luke 16: 26. 


The apostle has reference to the fullest 
and final meaning of death when he says: 
‘Who shall separate us from the love of 
God?’ and then he proceeds to show that 
thru the atonement such a calamity is im- 
possible to the believer, Rom. 8: 35-39. Re- 
dcemed by his blood, we are bound with 
golden chains to the throne and heart of 
God,-—chains that the elements of time are 
powerless to sever. 


I. Tue PLACE or THE DEAD 


Where are the dead? This question is 
asked by every thoughtful person, and de- 
serves the fullest answer the Scriptures 
afford. We should not wish to be wise above 
that which is written, for sufficient is writ- 
ten to make us wise unto salvation. 


Some associate their dead with the cold 
and cheerless grave, a thought far too mor- 
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bid for the Christian. Others think of them 
as blending with celestial beings in heavenly 
places; and still others imagine the spirits 
of the departed to be cognizant of this 
earthly scene and in touch with the daily 
life. But what saith the Scriptures? ‘‘To 
the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them”’ Isa. 8: 20. 


1. THEY ARE NOT IN A FINAL PLACE OR STATE 


Theology and theorists tell us that those 
who have departed this life in the faith of 
the gospel are already in heaven, with palms 
of victory and crowns of glory; but the 
Seriptures say nothing of this. They teach 
that no man hath ascended into heaven as 
yet. Prov. 30: 4; Jno. 3: 13. Let it be con- 
fessed, the Ascension may have changed the 
place of ‘‘the dead in the Lord’’ but the 
Seripture quoted in support of such a belief 
has an entirely different meaning, according 
to Vincent. The Hebrew reads: ‘‘ Ascending 
to the height thou didst lead captive captiv- 
ity, and received gifts in man’’ Eph. 4: 9; 
Ps 68: 18. Vincent says: ‘‘The captives are 
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not the redeemed, but the enemies of Christ’s 
kingdom, Satan, Sin and Death.’? Compare 
on Col, 2:-15; and 2 Cor. 2: 14. 


That Christ, in ‘his Ascension, lifted the 
saved of Hades to a higher sphere may be 
conceded, but whatever change occurred it 
must not be construed to mean that he car- 
ried them into the presence of God, After 
the Ascension of Christ, and descent of the 
Spirit, Peter could say: ‘‘David is not yet 
ascended into heaven’’ Acts 2: 34. 


from Peter’s Pentecostal sermon we learn 
that the Old Testament saints have not yet 
entered into glory, but are in a place of 
waiting for the hour when they shall be 
made perfect with us, in the resurrection 
morning, Heb. 11: 40. The soul is now re- 
deemed and the spirit justified; but our re- 
demption is not complete until the body is 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, and 
this is the believer’s hope, Rom. 8: 22-24; 
Piolo 330, 


It is only with a glorified body that we 
shall be permitted to enter the glorified 
state. This view is in harmony both with 
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reason and revelation. It is in keeping with 
the eternal fitness of things. Hebrew schol- 
ars teach that there are seven heavens, and 
there is no assurance that any redeemed 
mortal has gone beyond the third, or could 
before the resurrection, 1 Cor. 15: 50. 


2. THE DEAD ARE IN A PREPARED PLACE CALLED 
HADES 


Hades is a Greek term, meaning the place 
of departed spirits, good and bad, where 
they are kept until the hour of resurrection, 
Jno. 5: 28. Hades is translated ‘‘hell’’ ten 
times in the New Testament. 


“And thou, Capernaum..... shalt be 
brought down to hell’’ Matt. 11: 23. 


‘The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it’’ Matt. 16: 18. 


‘‘ And thou, Capernaum....shalt be thrust 
down to hell” Luke 10: 15. 


‘And in hell he lifted up his eyes’’ Luke 
16: 25. 


‘Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell’’ Acts 
2: 27. 
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“That his soul was not left in hell’’ Acts 
Bio al. 


“And have the keys of hell and of death” 
Rev. 1: 18. 


“ And hell followed him’’ Rev. 6: 8. 


“Death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them’’ Rey. 20: 13. 


‘And Death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire” Rev. 20: 14. 


The term is sometimes used to designate 
the place of bad spirits only, but it includes 
both good and bad, The Hebrew word for 
Hades is Sheol, a term found 65 times in the 
Old Testament. Gehenna is carelessly and 
wrongly translated ‘‘hell’’ eleven times in 
the New Testament, Matt. 5; 22, 29; 10: 28; 
18: 9; 23: 15, 33; Mark 9: 43, 45, 47; Luke 
12: 5; Jas. 3: 6, 


Hades is the present home of the dead. It 
is therefore the unclothed state in which the 
departed spirits of believers are kept, wait- 
ing to be clothed upon with glorified bodies 
at the coming of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5: 4, Here, 
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too, all unbelievers are kept until the day of 
judgment, 2 Peter 2: 9. It should be noted 
that the rich man ‘‘lifted up his eyes’’ in 
Hades, not Gehenna, Luke 16: 23. 


Gehenna is the place of future torment— 
the lake of fire, Rev, 20: 15. Gehenna is the 
Greek form of the Hebrew Gehinnom, Valley 
of Hinnom, where Solomon built a high 
place for the worship of Moloch, 1 Kings 
11: 7. After Josiah ‘‘defiled ‘ophet’’ and 
ended forever the heathen abominations, 
““that no man might make his son or his 
daughter to pass thru the fire to Moloch, it 
became a dumping ground for all kinds of 
refuse. ‘Here the fires were kept constantly 
burning to consume the bodies of criminals 
and of other animals. The later Jews re- 
garded Gehenna and Tophet as symbols of 
hell and future punishment. In the Old 
Testament Tophet is regarded as a type of 
the destruction that will come to Jehovah’s 
enemies (Jer. 19: 11, 12), and Jesus employs 
the word Gehenna in the same way in speak- 
ing of the punishment of the finally impeni- 
tent, Matt. 10: 28. 
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Gehenna is the place of punishment in fu- 
ture ages, but not in the present time. Proot 
of this fact is found in Rev. 20: 14, which 
discloses the fact that the wicked dead do 
not go to Gehenna until the judgment of 
the great white throne, an event which oc- 
curs at the end of the Millennial age. Death 
and Hades are then cast into the lake of 
fire: this is the second death, Rev. 20: 15. 
This second death is punishment for deeds 
done in the body, and therefore it cannot be 
experienced before the resurrection of the 
wicked dead at the end of time. The res- 
urrection body of the believer fits him for the 
promised promotion (Rom. 8: 17); the res- 
urrection body of the unbeliever fits him 
for the promised punishment! Jno. 5: 29; 
Rev. 20: 12. 


(1) The locality of Hades. 


The Scriptures do not tell us plainly 
where Hades is, but they give us some light 
on the subject. Heaven is said to be above 
this earthly scene, and Hades on a plane be- 
neath it. Christ descended into Hades (Ps 
16: 10; Acts 2: 27), and later ascended into 
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heaven, Jno. 20: 17; Rev. 1: 18. He that 
ascended first descended into the lower parts 
of the earth, Eph.4: 9. Hades means,— 


‘The unseen world’’—Young. 
‘‘Under parts of the earth’’—Rotherham. 
‘‘Lower parts of the earth’’-—Grant. 


“The under world’’—Vincent. 


According to Thayer, our highest au- 
thority on New Testament Greek, Hades 
means ‘‘The nether world’’; ‘‘the realm of 
the dead’’; ‘‘a dark and dismal place in tre 
very depths of the earth.” The same Greek 
word is used in Rev. 9: 1 as in Eph. 4: 9, 
which means that the ‘‘star fallen from 
heaven’’ was given a key to this dark region 
‘‘in the depths of the earth.’’ Strange as it 
may seem to us, these and other texts teach 
that the place called Hades is somewhere 
in the heart of the earth. 


(2) The division in Hades. 


The Scriptures teach that the place of the 
departed spirits is divided into two regions 
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—the upper and the nether scene. One may 
be called Hades-Paradise and the other 
Hades-Tartarus. Jesus said to the thief on 
the cross: ‘‘today shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise,’’ and yet he informed Mary at the 
empty tomb that he had not yet ascended to 
the Father, Jno. 20:17. Therefore, the Par- 
adise he referred to was Hades into which 
he had descended that day. Inspired pro- 
phecy is in perfect accord with this inter- 
pretation. David is speaking of Jesus when 
he says: ‘‘For thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Hades, neither wilt thou suffer thine holy 
one to see corruption’’ Ps 16: 10. 


In the other region—Hades Tartarus—the 
angels that fell are kept in chains of dark- 
ness, to be reserved unto the day of judg- 
ment, 2 Peter 2: 4, Satan will also be im- 
prisoned there in order to make a Millen- 
nium possible, Rev. 20: 3. The ‘‘pit of the 
abyss’? where Satan will be kept in chains 
for 1000 years is called a prison, where con- 
demned ones are kept until the day of trial 
and sentence. After his imprisonment he 
will be cast into the lake of fire to be ‘‘tor- 
mented day and night forever” Rev. 20: 10. 
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The parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
pictures the intermediate state only, and not 
the place of punishment; but it is valuable as 
an illustration of the separate places in Hades. 
Luke 16: 19-81. 


A fixed principle is revealed in Scripture, 
that no class of moral beings shall be pun- 
ished before the appointed time, the day of 
judgment. 


The angels that sinned are kept in chains, 
reserved unto judgment, 2 Peter 2: 4. The 
demons said to Jesus,—‘‘art thou come to 
torment us before the time”? Matt. 8: 29. 
It is not otherwise with the unsaved. The 
rich man is in prison but not in a place of 
torment, altho a careless translation has 
made it seem so. Vincent says: ‘‘torment- 
ed’’ is too strong. It is the same word used 
of the sorrow of Joseph and Mary when the 
child Jesus was missing (Luke 2: 48); and 
of the grief of the Ephesian elders on part- 
ing with Paul, Acts 20: 38. The R. V. has 
it, ‘‘I am in anguish,’’ and that is all that 
the Master meant, ‘‘This flame’’ can have 
no reference to an outward condition but an 
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inward experience, a state of fever, the re- 
sult of his past life. The rich man of Luke 
16 is not in a place of torment, but he is in 
a state of anguish, of nightmare, as a result 
of a wasted life! His punishment is future, 
Rev. 20: 12-15. 


Some authorities teach that in Christ’s 
ascension the location of Hades-Paradise 
was changed to a higher plane. This view 
is strengthened by the fact that Jesus de- 
scended into Hades or Paradise, while Paul, 
after the ascension, was caught up to Para- 
dise! Luke 23: 48; 2 Cor. 12: 2. But what- 
ever change was made as to the position and 
condition of the unclothed saints, we must 
not imagine that the Master carried them 
into the immediate presence of God. That 
act would not be in accord with the plain 
statements of revealed truth. The changed 
position of the departed saints can not 
change the fact that there is no reward, no 
crown, and no realized glory until the res- 
urrection of the just at his return, Rom. 8: 
18, 19; Col, 3: 4; 2 Tim. 4: 8. 
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Il. THE STATE or tHe DEAD 


The Scriptures have little to say about 
the state of ‘‘unclothed’’ spirits. Thru 
Spiritism, Satan is giving the world a lot 
of light on a dark subject; but we need to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that 
Satan has been a liar from the beginning! 
Jno. 8: 44. The following points will include, 
perhaps, all the inspired teaching on the 
subject. 


1. IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS A CONSCIOUS 
STATE 


The dead in Christ are said to be asleep 
in the New Testament, but this does not 
necessarily mean that the soul is uncon- 
scious. The fact that Christ preached to the 
spirits in prison implies a conscious state. 
There would be little use in preaching if 
they were unconscious! 1 Peter 3: 19, This 
Seripture has reference to an actual message 
of hope delivered by the Master in the re- 
gions of death to the spirits of men whose 
bodies perished in Noah’s flood; and doubt- 
less many responded to the offer of mercy 
and were saved through sovereign grace. 
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If he preached to them, it was to some good 
purpose, and not without definite results. 


Abraham’s word to Divies: ‘‘Son, remem- 
ber,” would have no meaning if the dead 
were unconscious (Luke 16: 25); neither 
could we understand Paul.when he says: 
“To depart and be with Christ which is far 
better’’ Phil. 1: 23. It would be far better 
to live and labor on here in the flesh with 
a sense of the Lord’s presence than to de- 
part to a state of unconsciousness, Prov. 24: 
32: Ps 73: 238, 24. 


The Greek word Katheudo is used 16 times 
for ordinary sleep in the New Testament. 
‘The maid is not dead but sleepeth’’ Matt. 
9: 24. “Let us not sleep as do others”? 1 
Thes 5: 6. The Greek word Koimaomai is 
used seven times to indicate death. ‘‘Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth’’ John 11: 11. ‘‘ Many 
are weak and sickly, and many sleep’’ 1 
Cor. 11: 30. ‘‘And became the first fruits of 
them that slept’’ 1 Cor. 15: 20. ‘‘Even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him’’ 1 Thes. 4: 14. The word 
means “‘to lie down in sleep—to cause to 
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sleep; to put to sleep; to still, calm, quiet”? 
—Thayer, Granting the literal and evident 
meaning of the word, there seems to be suf- 
ficient proof that the Spirit does not mean 
to teach an unconscious intermediate state. 
The hymn says: 


Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep 
From which none ever wake to weep. 


And there is no need to rob the saints of 
the comfort of those lines, for they simply 
voice the sentiment gathered from the Mas- 
ter’s own words. 


2. IT IS AN IMPERFECT STATE 


The spirits of the saved are doubtless in a 
state of happiness beyond anything they 
knew in this life, but they know nothing of 
the perfect state of the sons of God. The 
redeemed body is necessary to a perfect life 
and full realization in heaven. God is bring- 
ing many sons unto glory (Heb. 2: 10), but 
not one will appear in this immediate pres- 
ence without a body fashioned after the 
glorious body of the risen Lord, Phil. 3: 21. 
It is only when a spiritual body is united 
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to a purified soul at the coming of the Lord 
that the believer’s bliss will be complete and 
full redemption realized. 


Resurrection is necessary to a complete 
redemption, for the atonement includes 
spirit, soul and ‘body, Rom. 8: 23; 1 Cor. 15: 
44; 1 Thes. 5: 23. The state of the dead who 
die in the Lord is an unclothed state, and 
therefore far from being perfect, 2 Cor. 5: 
3, 4. 


When we stand before the throne, 
Clothed in beauty not our own,— 
Then, Lord, shall we fully know, 
Not till then how much we owe. 


The spirits of the lost are, doubtless, in a 
state of misery, but not of punishment. The 
demons Jesus constantly met in his ministry 
may have been fallen angels or spirits of 
wicked men; but to whatever class of moral 
beings they belong, they knew that their 
punishment was future, for they said: ‘‘ Art 
thou come to torment us before the time?”’ 
Matt. 8: 29. Peter’s reference to this same 
truth is in entire accord with the Scripture 
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just cited. ‘‘The Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the godly out of temptation and re- 
serve the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished.’’ The angels that sinned are 
said to be ‘‘reserved’’ for that day, and 
Peter affirms that all the wicked are retained 
for a future hour of final test, when punish- 
ment will be meted out according to their 
just deserts. 


3. IT IS A NON-PROGRESSIVE STATE 

The Roman Catholic idea of purgatory 
has no support in revealed truth. The 
Scriptures teach that there is a great gulf 
fixed in the intermediate state, and there 
can be no passing from one plane to an- 
other, nor progress in any way. There is no 
larger hope to be cherished for the wicked; 
for while death does not end all nor mean 
finality for any class, yet we are assured 
that there is no progress in the unclothed 
state. Death has nothing to do with deter- 
mining destiny, but it makes a change of 
destiny impossible. ‘‘If the tree falleth to- 
ward the south or toward the north, in the 
place where the tree falleth, there it shall 
be” Eccle. 11: 3. 
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There is no probation after death. All 
temptation, testing and trial have to do 
with this mortal life, and all judgment has 
to do with ‘‘deeds done in the body.’’ The 
period from death to resurrection for saint 
and sinner is a perfect blank as far as 
moral life is concerned, Rom. 2: 5, 6; 2 Cor. 
5:10. The sanctification of the wicked is a 
doctrine of recent date. It grew out of lib- 
eral views concerning revelation, a theory 
that scores of texts thunder against. It is 
a solemn thing to live, but a more solemn 
thing to die, for it is a climax and conclusion 
of all things temporal. It makes change 
impossible and is therefore, for the wicked, 
the destruction of hope. What the Scrip- 
tures have to say about it is a solemn and 
searching word: ‘‘He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still; he that is filthy, let him be 
filthy still; he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still’’ Rev. 22: 11. 


4. IT IS A NON-SOCIAL STATE 


As to recognition of friends in this state, 
there is no Scriptural light, and where God 
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is silent, we should be willing to trust and 
wait. 


God’s gracious purpose comes to fulfillment 
Never too soon and never too late; 

Bright o’er the clouded arch of His future 
Shineth the legend: “Trust thou and wait.” 


We may reasonably conclude that since it 
is in the body we know our friends here, it 
will be possible to recognize them only 
when soul and body are again united in res- 
urrection life. We have not known them 
here as disemboded spirits, and how should 
we know them without physical or personal 
marks of identity? And yet how ignorant 
we are where the true light is withheld! 
Human reason is a poor substitute for divine 
revelation. ‘‘With thee is the fountain of 
life; in thy light shall we see light’’ Ps 36: 9. 


It is interesting to follow the gleam of 
light the Seriptures afford on this subject. 
Peter, James and John knew Moses and Eli- 
jah on the holy mount in their heavenly 
state, a fact that would seem to prove that 
we may recognize friends in the spirit world ; 
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but let us examine this incident more 
thoughtfully. Moses and Elijah were recog- 
nized by certain symbols of their earthly 
ministry, and we have every reason to be- 
lieve that they appeared in physical form 
specially prepared for them. For 1400 years 
‘tin the vale in the land of Moab’’, Moses 
was kept for this very occasion. Why did 
Michael, the archangel, dispute about the 
body of Moses if that body was not needed 
for his appearance on the mount of trans- 
figuration? Jude 9. 


Granting this to be true, it would strength- 
en the position we have taken, that there 
is no recognition of friends in the spirit 
world apart from the body. The Jews shall 
look upon their Messiah whom they have 
pierced and shall say unto him, ‘‘what are 
these wounds in thine hands?’ Then he 
shall answer: ‘‘Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends’’ Zech. 
13: 6. We shall also know him by the print 
of the nails, but we need to recall his words 
to his disciples: ‘‘A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see me have’’ Luke 24: 39; Rev. 
5: 6. A careful reading of Luke 24: 36-43 
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will disclose the fact that the Master asked 
them to believe in his personal identity’ by 
offering such evidence as ‘‘flesh and bones,’’ 
hands and feet’’ vs 39, 40. 


5. IT IS AN UNCROWNED STATE 


There are five different kinds of crowns 
offered to as many classes of servants, or for 
as many kinds of service; but in each case 
the crowning day is associated with the 
coming of the Lord, 1 Thes, 2: 19; 2 Tim, 4: 
8; 1 Peter 5: 4; Rev. 2: 10; 4: 10. 


The Master placed rewards at ‘‘the resur- 
rection of the just’’—an event which occurs 
at his return to earth at the close of this age, 
Luke 14: 14. Paul’s teaching is in full ac- 
eord with this. ‘‘I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day, 
and not to me only, but to all them that love 
his appearing’’ Tim. 4: 7, 8. Rewards have 
to do with deeds done in the body, and the 
worth of those deeds is not determined until 
the day of judgment, Rev. 14: 13. Humanly 
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speaking, the worth of Paul’s life, or of any 
life, will not be known until then. 


The wicked will not be punished until the 
day of final judgment. As ali rewards are 
associated with the redeemed body, so all 
punishment is associated in Scripture with 
the resurrected body of the wicked. In John 
5: 29 and Rev. 20: 11-15, we learn that judg- 
ment and rewards for good and bad are 
placed on the other side of resurrection. It 
is for ‘works of faith’’ in the flesh that be- 
levers are rewarded; and it is not other- 
wise with the wicked, Their punishment 
must be for deeds done in the body, and 
they will be punished in a resurrected body, 
Rev. 20: 12; Matt. 10: 28. 


The intermediate state, called the ‘‘un- 
clothed state’’ (2 Cor. 5: 4), and the un- 
crowned state, is not a place of punishment 
or of rewards, but a state of waiting in a 
way station until the day of final reckoning 
at the judgment seat of Christ, or at the 


great white throne, 2 Cor. 5: 10; Rev. 20: 
11-15. 
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THE LORD’S RETURN 


Christ’s second coming forms a real centre of 
Christian eschatology.” —Newman Smith. 


“The voice of my beloved! behold he cometh, 
leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the 
hills.’—Canticles 2: 8. 


“For yet a little while, and he that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry.”—Heb. 10: 37. 


“When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory, and before him 
shall be gathered all nations; and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as a shepherd divid- 
eth his sheep from the goats.” — Matthew 25: 
Sul, GH 


IT 
THE LORD’S RETURN 


COMING OF THE BRIDEGROOM 


Tur RAPTURE 


The return of the Lord to this earth, vis- 
ibly and in power, to establish a kingdom 
of peace among men, is ever associated with 
Messianic promises, and is a constant theme 
of the prophets. It is called the epiphany 
or revelation — the manifestation or forth- 
shining of the Son of Man, Matt. 25: 31. 


But there is another feature associated 
with this second advent which the Scrip- 
tures clearly teach, and which is very pre- 
cious to the believer. It is called the Rap- 
ture or Parousia, and has reference to the 
coming of the Bridegroom into the air to 
catch away his church before the Tribula- 
tion can begin—seven years before the com- 
ing in power and glory. In presenting this 
phase of the Lord’s return, three questions 
call for an answer:—Why he will come sec- 
retly; how he will come; and when he will 
come. 
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Way He WiL Come SECRETLY 


The necessity of the Lord’s secret return 
for the church before the ‘‘tribulation the 
ereat’’ can begin, is not apparent to all who 
love his appearing. We should be able to 
give a reason for the hope that is in us, and 
this is the believer’s shining hope. There 
are several reasons why this event will oc- 
cur. Since these are given a full statement 
in the writer’s book on ‘‘The Age Times,”’’ 
we will simply name the points here. 


1, The Lord’s secret return is necessary to 
consummate a divine love story, Christ’s 
love for the church has influenced all the 
ages past. Christ loved the church and gave 
himself for it, teaching that the one body 
had special place in the atonement, Eph. 5: 
26. 


This love story is the leading feature of 
this age. ‘‘Simeon hath declared how God 
at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out 
a people for his name” Acts 15: 14. It is 
also a prominent feature of the next age. 
The church is a preparation for Christ’s 
earthly reign, and the day of manifestation 
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for the King will be the day of manifesta- 
tion for the Sons of God, Rom. 8: 19; Col. 
3: 4. 


2, The principles on which salvation is 
provided demand the translation of the 
church previous to the hardening judg- 
ments, called the great tribulation. Full 
and adequate satisfaction was rendered at 
the cross for sins, which makes further 
judgment impossible, Isa. 45: 21. 


3. The divine program calls for the rapture. 
The fact is repeated again and again that the 
saints of this dispensation come with the King 
when he returns in power, and how could he 
come with him if he had not come for them 
at some previous time! 


4. Furthermore, it is promised that the 
church shall be lifted above the scene before 
the tribulation begins, Rev. 3: 10. 


5. Finally, the position of the church 
above the scene during the tribulation, as 
presented by John in Revelation, would seem 
to be conclusive proof of the point in ques- 
tion. The four beasts or ‘‘living creatures’’ 
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represent the church in heaven, who not 
only join in the coronation song, but are in- 
timately associated with the Lamb in direct- 
ing the three series of hardening judgments 
upon the world, Rev. 5: 8-16; 6: 1, 3, 5; 
Bye “Pf. 


For the same reason that Sodom could 
not be destroyed until Lot was out of it, 
there can be no Judgment upon the world in 
any prophetic sense until the church is lifted 
above the scene. 


How He Wi Come 


The Parousia will be a sudden and swift 
visit to the earth on an errand not related 
to the world, but the results of the Master’s 
visit will soon be felt in every sphere of life. 


1. It should be needless to say that the 
Lord’s return, mentioned hundreds of times 
in the New Testament, is not synonymous 
with death. His return is a comforting 
hope, in which life will be given to the 
dead; strength to the weak; and sorrow will 
be forever turned to joy. 
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2. The Lord’s return must not be con- 
founded with the destructon of Jerusalem 
by Titus, in A. D. 70. Matthew and Luke 
both picture the end of the age, but Luke 
alone foretells the destruction of the Jewish 
temple and city in the first century, Luke 
21: 20-24. 


3. It is not the end of the world, but it 
will mean the end of the age. The Greek 
words used in referring to the world are 
familiar to the Bible student. A free trans- 
lation of these terms is often misleading. 
For example, when the disciples are made 
to say: ‘‘Tell us when shall these things be 
and what shall be the sign of thy coming 
and the end of the world,’’ they are mis- 
quoted, for they only inquire as to the end of 
the aiwv or age—this age of lawlessness and 
failure which precedes the age of his gior- 
ious power, which his coming will intro- 
duce. 


4. When the hour has come for heaven’s 
royal Prince to take unto himself ‘‘the 
King’s daughter who is all glorious within,’’ 
he will not send Gabriel, who stands in the 
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presence of God; nor Michael, the prince of 
Israel; nor angelic host, to conduct her into 
the palace of the King. He will come himself 
in person. ‘‘This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heav- 
en” Acts 1:11. In order that his departure 
might not leave his disciples in despair, he 
said, ‘‘And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you unto 
myself, that where I am there ye may be al- 
so.’’ Paul gives further emphasis to this truth 
when he says: ‘‘The Lord himself shall de- 
seend from heaven’’ to raise the dead, 
change the living and lift them into his pres- 
ence; ‘“so shall we ever be with the Lord”’ 
mhes 4: 165 17: 


5. The Lord will come as a friend. He 
will not condemn, reproach or upbraid the 
carnal or careless believer. Some will be 
ashamed before him at his coming, but not 
because of his attitude toward them, 1 John 
2: 28. It is the time of love. Later, at the 
judgment seat of Christ, his faithfulness 
will be seen. His attitude as a lover is voiced 
in Canticles, ‘‘The voice of my beloved, 
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behold he cometh, leaping upon the moun- 
tains, skipping upon the hills” Cant, 2: 8. 


6. He will come secreily. From the Lord’s 
teaching on the subject, we may infer that 
he will come for the church in a way so mys- 
terious as to leave the world entirely igno- 
rant of the event. at least for a brief time. 
“‘In that night there shall be two in one 
bed; the one shall be taken and the other 
left” Luke 17: 34. 


T. Silently as the day dawns when the 
night is done, he will return. Nature teaches 
that God’s constructive work is done silent- 
ly, while his destructive work is accompan- 
ied with noise. There was no sound of a 
hammer’ in the construction of Solomon’s 
temple, and so shall it be in putting together 
this spiritual temple, of which that was a 
true type, 1 Kings 6: 7; Eph. 2: 22. 


WHEN He Witt COME 


The seven days of Genesis are typical of 
the seven thousand years of human history. 
As God rested on the seventh day, so shall 
a sinful and weary world enter into rest 
under the reign of the Prince of Peace dur- 
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ing the seventh thousand years of human his- 
tory. 

The Sun of Righteousness will rise to heal 
creation’s woes and flood the earth with 
light at the beginning of the seventh millen- 
nium, to the very day and hour. Of this we 
are certain, for the types reveal the plan of 
God with wonderful. precision. To know 
when six thousand years have passed into 
history, is to have certain data on the Lord’s 
return in power to reign from David’s 
throne. And the Spirit will doubtless make 
this known as we near the end of the age, 
for ‘‘the wise shall understand’’ Dan. 12: 10. 


The Morning Star always appears before 
the break of day! Christ will come as the 
Bridegroom to snatch away his church just 
seven years before the Sun of Righteousness 
rises to usher in an ‘‘unclouded day.” 
Times and seasons belong to the kingdom 
and not to the church (Acts 1: 7) ; and there- 
fore we have no data from which to deter- 
mine when the Rapture will occur, save the 
one fact that it will occur before the tribula- 
tion week can begin, seven years before the 
return of the King to David’s throne. Com- 
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ing events cast their shadows before them, 
and every watching saint, at this very hour, 
feels the dirth and despair, the darkness and 
depression, of that hour when the whole 
world will comeunder demonic power; 
but the church will not pass thru it, Rev. 
3: 10, 


’Mid the splendors of the glory 
Which we hope ere long to share; 
Christ, our head, and we, his members,, 
Shall appear divinely fair, 

Oh, how glorious! 
When we meet him in the air! 


From the dateless, timeless periods, 

He has loved us without cause; 

And for all his blood-bought myriads, 

His is love that knows no pause, 
Matchless lover! 

Changeless as the eternal laws! 


Bright the prospect soon that greets us 
Of the longed-for nuptial day, 
When our heavenly Bridegroom meets us 
On his kingly, conquering way; 

In the glory! 
Bride and Bridegroom reign for aye. 
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Around this important truth gather all 
the great events of the future. Newman 
Smith says: ‘‘Christ’s second coming forms 
a real centre of Christian Eschatology.’’ 

The New Testament has three great 
themes—the coming of the promised Mes- 
siah to Bethlehem, his work and return to 
the Father; the descent of the Holy Spirit 
to take out a people for his name (Acts 15: 
14), and the return of Christ to establish 
his kingdom among men according to pro- 
pheey. 

The last of these themes is as prominent, 
as literal and therefore as much a fact as the 
first. The same prophets who foretold his 
coming to Bethlehem spoke also of his sec- 
ond advent. Two sons of light were sent to 
say to the amazed disciples as Jesus rose on 
wings of light toward the shining city: ‘‘Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven shall so come in like 
manner aS ye have seen him go into heav- 
ene Actsehs 11. 
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We will understand this truth best by 
studying three topics:—why he will come 
back to earth; how he will come; and when 
he will come. 


Wax He Witt Come 


There are many valid reasons why the 
Son of Man will come back to the very scenes 
of his former life and work. 


1. In the first place, it is the purpose of 
God that the divine Son should be exalted 
in the place and sphere where he was an 
obedient servant; crowned where he was 
erucified ; worshiped where he was despised, 
and given undisputed sway where he was 
rejected and his claims ridiculed, Eph. 1: 9, 
10; Phil, 2; 9-11. 


2. It is the promise of God that all nations 
shall be blessed thru him, and his promise 
ean never fail. ‘‘And in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, because 
thou hast obeyed my voice’’ Gen. 22: 18; 
Gal. 3: 16. The rainbow-circled throne seen 
by seraphiec John speaks of a day not far 
distant, when all covenant promises con- 
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cerning this earth shall be fully redeemed, 
Rev. 4: 3. ‘‘Unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be’’ when Shiloh comes, Gen. 
49: 10. 

3. Christ’s return to earth is a part of the 
divine program. The seven days of Genesis 
teach that the world was created for man’s 
dominion, and what the first man failed to 
do the second Man will achieve in a brilliant 
way. ‘‘He will not fail nor be discouraged 
till he have set judgment in the earth, and 
the isles shall wait for his law” Isa. 42: 4; 
1 Cor. 15: 47. The disciples’ prayer—‘‘Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as 
it is in heaven’’—will be fully answered, 
for it is the chief feature of that divine pro- 
gram of which Eden was a perfect picture, 
Gen. 1: 26-31; Ezek. 47: 1-12; Rev. 22: 1-5. 


4. The return of Christ in power is the 
constant theme of the prophets. ‘‘The scep- 
tre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering of 
the people be’’ Gen. 49: 10. 

“I will raise them up a Prophet from 
among their brethren, like uuto thee 
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(Moses), and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all 
that I command him”’ Deut. 18: 18; Acts 3: 
23. 


‘‘ Ask me and I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession”? Ps 2: 
6-12. 


‘‘He maketh wars to cease unto the end of 
the earth; he breaketh the bow and ecutteth 
the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot 
in the fire’’ Ps 46: 9. 


‘Yea, all kings shall fall down before 
him; ail nations shall serve him’’ Ps 72: 11. 


“And in mercy shall his throne be estab- 
lished; and he shall sit upon it in truth in 
the tabernacle of David, judging and seek- 
ing judgment, and hastening righteousness’’ 
Isa 16: 5. 


Israel will welcome him, Isa, 25: 9. 
Daniel pictures his coming in realistic 


fashion, Dan. 7: 13, 14. 
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They shall look on him whom they have 
pierced, Zech, 12: 10. 


He will come to heal creation’s woes and 
flood the earth with light, Mal. 4: 2. From 
Genesis to Malachi, tke glorious appearing 
of the King, the greatness of his kingdom, 
and the good that will come to the people 
are the most frequent topics of the inspired 
seer. It is along these lines that the prophet 
rises to highest altitude, sees with clearest 
vision, and sings with an enthusiasm and a 
joy that no other subject could awaken. Let 
it be confessed, no theme known to men is so 
interesting, informing and inspiring to seer 
and saint as the coming and crowning of 
earth’s rightful Lord. What a splendid cli- 
max is reached by Zechariah when he says, 
‘And the Lord shall be King over all the 
earth; in that day shall there be one Lord, 
and his name one’’ Zech. 14: 9. 


In order to fulfill prophecy, he must reign 
from David’s throne. Strange as it may 
seem to mortals, the Son of God is a lineal 
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descendant of the house of David and legal 
heir to his throne. Gabriel’s announcement to 
Mary is the most illuminating word in the 
New Testament: ‘‘He shall be great and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord shall give unto him the throne of 
nis father David; and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end” Luke 1: 
31, 33. 


Isaiah gives a fuli description of that 
reign which will be so different from any 
that has gone before. ‘‘Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David and upon his 
kingdom, to order it and establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth, 
even forever’’ Isa. 9: 7; 32: 1, 17. Men have 
established vast empires, but of the in- 
crease of sedition and strife there has been 
no end, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander the 
Great, Charlemagne, and Napoleon—to these 
were given thrones and great power. But 
how soon their scepters were broken and 
their thrones crumbled under Time’s gentle 
but withering touch. 
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The glories of our blood and state 

Are shadows, not substantial things; 
There is no armor against fate; 

Death iays his icy hand on kings, 
Sceptre and crown 

Must tumble down 

And in the dust be equal made 

With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 


He will be crowned where he was cruci- 
fied. He came once in weakness; he will 
return in power. That event was full of 


tragedy; this will be full of triumph, Rev. 
5: 9-14. 


God will see to it that his Son is exalted 
where he was humbled; loved where he was 
hated; praised where he was dispised; and 
clothed with sovereign power where he was 
arrayed by vicious men with royal robes in 
mockery. 


Men declared him to be the son of Joseph ; 
God declared him to be the Son of the 
Highest. 


Man regarded him as an imposter; God 
announced him as a prophet sent from 
heaven, Heb. 1: 1-3. 
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Man thought him worthy of humiliation; 
God thought him worthy of exaltation. 


Man thought him worthy of shame; God 
thought him worthy of highest honor. 


Man thought him worthy of death; God 
thought him worthy of endless life. 


Man put upon his brow a crown of thorns; 
God will give him a throne where he will 
be crowned with glory and honor forever. 


If thoughts, judgments and choices are 
revelators of character, what a comment on 
human depravity, duplicity and darkness of 
mind and soul is shown here! The infinite 
distance between divine holiness and human 
vileness is the measure of the salvation man 
needs. Man’s fall and painful limitations | 
are fully revealed in the words of Jehovah: 
‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, nei- 
ther are your ways my ways saith the Lord. 
For as the heaven is higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts”’ Isa, 55: 
G9: 
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The Lord’s return to this earth will affect 
three classes, but in different ways. The 
Jews will weep bitterly over their shameful 
treatment of Jesus of Nazareth, when he is 
revealed to them as their true Messiah and 
Kinsman Redeemer, Zech. 12: 10. 


The nations will wail when they behold his 
glory, the passing of their power, and realize 
their pathetic plight, Rev. 1:7. But the re- 
deemed, when they behold their precious 
Lord, will worship in adoring wonder, saying : 
“Unto him that loved us and loosed us from 
our sins by his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Fa- 
ther,—to him be glory and dominion for- 
ever” Rev. 1: 5, 6. 


6. He must come to put down all authority 
‘‘for he must reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet’ 1 Cor. 15: 25. 


The power of the ‘‘prince of this world”? 
is already broken, but he still operates with 
amazing energy among men, Heb 2: 14. The 
kingdom of darkness must be overthrown 
and the prince of darkness put in chains 
before the day of Christ can be ushered in. 
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Satan has his day now, but in that hour 
Christ will have his day and sway among 
men, when the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord and his 
Christ. 


The Father will not be content until the 
triumphs of the cross are manifest to all the 
world, Col. 2: 15. The Son of God must lead 
all his enemies forth in triumph; he must 
reign till he hath put all rebels under his 
feet and vanquished every foe. The kings of 
the earth will set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord and 
against his anointed, saying, ‘‘Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away their 
chords from us. He that sitteth An the 
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in deriston.’’ They are commanded to 
“kiss the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish 
from the way when his wrath is kindled but 
a little. Blessed are all they that put trust 
in him’’ Ps 2: 1-12. 


7. Finally, he must come to complete re- 
demption’s plan. All things have been re- 
deemed by his most precious blood — not 
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only every man, but every blade of grass and 
flower and tree,—everything touched by the 
‘curse must be restored to more than Edenic 
beauty and fruitfulness on the ground of 
the infinite value of his finished work, Col. 
1: 20. Judically, the world is reconciled to 
God thru Christ’s death and, in a large 
sense, redeemed; but his presence will be 
necessary to touch it toward peace and pur- 
ity, and fill the earth with righteousness 
ale truth. A Coreos Lo, 


His return to earth to establish the king- 
dom for which we pray is,— 

(1) The believer’s shining hope, 1 Jn. 3:3. 

(2) The hope of the church, Titus 2: 13. 

(3) The hope of Israel, Rom. 11: 26. 

(4) The hope of nations, Haggai 2: 7. 

(5) The hope of creation, Rom. 8: 22. 


How He Witu Comer 


As to the manner of his appearing, he will 
come suddenly and visibly. 
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“This same Jesus shall come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven” 
Acts 1: 10. 


‘For as the lightning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west, so 
shall the coming of the Son of Man be” 
Matt. 24: 27. 


‘‘Every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him” Rev. 1: 17. 


But a proper answer to this question will 
treat not only of the manner of his appear- 
ing, but also of his attitude toward the 
world. If once he came full of grace and 
truth, he will return as the embodiment of 
stern justice and unbending righteousness. 
He will appear as a just judge who will not 
spare the workers of iniquity.’ 


1. HE WILL COME IN power 


He came in weakness once and exper- 
ienced the weariness of flesh and spirit that 
only mortals know. Then he was subject to 
parent and people, but when he returns he 
will be clothed with power and glory. ‘‘Thy 
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people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power’’ Ps 110: 3. He will smite the golden 
‘image’’ of Gentile rule, and it shall be- 
come like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floor, Dan. 2: 34, 35. Human government 
with all its weakness, waste, and wicked- 
ness, will then be destroyed forever, for he 
will set up ‘‘a kingdom that will not be left 
to other people’’ Dan. 2: 44. 


Not in grace, but in judgment, shall his 
kingdom be established, for it is written: 
‘When thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of thy world will learn right- 
eousness’’ Isa. 26: 9. Swift judgment upon 
the rebellious will secure obedience thruout 
the world, Acts 3: 23. Then the Lamb will 
have changed to a lion—the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah — and his enemies shall lick the 
dust, Rev. 5: 5. 


2. HE WILL COME TO punish THE WORLD 
This truth is stressed in the Old Testa- 
ment and in the New. 


‘And I will punish the world for their 
evil, and the wicked for their iniquity’’ Isa. 
13: 11. 
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“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun- 
ished’’ 2 Peter 2: 9. 


(1) “He will punish the worthless’? Prov. 
22: 3. 


The people that doth not understand, shall 
he punish, Hosea 4: 14. 


These may be called chaff, for they fail to 
rise to any standard of value so far as the 
purpose and plan of God is concerned, Matt. 
3:12. Jude calls them ‘‘clouds without 
water, carried about of winds; trees whose 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots; raging waves of the 
sea, foaming out their own shame; wander- 
ing stars to whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness forever’’ Jude 12, 13. 


(2) He will punish the wicked. 


The wicked must be destroyed out of the 
earth in order that the saints may possess 
it, and this solemn truth is always associated 
with the second advent. 
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“The Lord cometh out of his place to pun- 
ish the inhabitants of the earth for their in- 
iquity’’ Isa. 26: 21. 

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God’’ Ps 9: 17. 

“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
powers’’ 2 Thes. 1: 7-9. 


(3) He will punish the willful—rebels. 

Antichrist’s army, which will defy the 
living God, and all rebels will be destroyed 
at his coming, and the leader of their host 
will be cast into the lake of fire, Rev. 19: 20, 
21. At the end of Christ’s reign of peace, 
the host of rebels who take part in the ‘‘last 
revolt” will be destroyed with fire from 
heaven, and Satan will then be cast into the 
burning flame. Gehenna fire will be the por- 
tion of all rebels, including the great leader 
of all rebellion against heaven from the be- 
ginning of creation, Rev. 20: 10. 
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3, HE WILL COME TO ESTABLISH peace IN THE 
EARTH. 


This is his largest thought and the logical 
result of accomplished redemption. Christ 
is coming to usher in a new era in which the 
crude customs of the old order will be for- 
gotten. He will return to establish God’s 
laws in the earth, so that the divine will 
shall be done here as in heaven. He will 
touch this discordant world toward peace 
and fill it with the harmony of that upper 
scene. This truth will have fuller treatment 
under ‘‘Christ’s earthly reign.”’ 


Waen He Witt Come 


Assuming that the seven days of Genesis 
indicate the divine plan for the age times, 
the end of this age will witness the dawn of 
a new day, the seventh, when the kingdom 
of peace shall be ushered in. But it has not 
been given to mortals to know precisely 
when that point in time has been reached. 


1. A dispensational ovtlook on the world’s 
history affords us general but not specific 
knowledge concerning his advent. We know 
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that when six thousand years have passed 
into history, Christ’s earthly reign will begin 
with the seventh thousand years of which 
the Sabbath or seventh day is a true type, 
Col. 2: 17. But we do not know the year, the 
day, or the hour of his return, for God 
measures time by the stars, a method not 
necessarily in accord with the Roman cal- 
endar. 


2. As to prophetic figures, there is really 
nothing in the Scriptures to aid us in our 
quest. This age being parenthetical, the 
figures in prophecy cannot apply to it, or 
measure in any sense its duration, for this 
church age is not even hinted in prophecy. 
But this general rule may be laid down,— 
all dates or figures that help to determine 
when six thousand years have passed into 
history are valuable, for the dawn of the 
seventh millennium will witness Israel’s 
promised Messiah ruling the earth from Da- 
vid’s throne. 


3. The Scriptural signs afford us a reliable 
guide as to the end of the age and the im- 
minence of his advent. 
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The apostasy in the church, so long fore- 
told, is a sign of the end. ‘‘Some shall de- 
part from the faith, giving heed to seduc- 
ing spirits and doctrines of demons’’ 1 Tim, 
4: 1-3. With this sign literally fulfilled be- 
fore our eyes, there is a growing conviction 
that the end is near at hand. 


The apostasy in the world will signal the 
end of the age. Paul says, ‘‘'This know also, 
that in the last days perilous times shall 
come, for men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphem- 
ous, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy; without natural aifection, truce 
breakers, fale accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good’’ 2 Tim. 3: 
1-9. 


In this period of intellectual conceit and 
moral collapse, men will be devoted to per- 
sonal interests — ‘‘covetous.’’ They will 
nourish inordinate pride, pride of birth, and 
pride of power or achievement. Many will 
be known as ‘‘Lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God,’’ and many will have a Christ- 
less religion—having a form of godliness 
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but denying the power thereof,--from such 
turn away. When children shall be disobe- 
dient to parents; when men shall be lovers 
of their own selves; and the professing 
church shall say; ‘‘I am rich and increased 
in goods and have needs of nothing,’’ we 
have infallible proof that the apostasy so 
long foretold is on, and the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh. 


“Hark, the glad sound, the Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a throne, 

And every voice a song. 


“Our glad hosannahs, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim; 
And heaven’s eternal arches ring 
With thy beloved name.” 
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THE RESURRECTION 


“T am the resurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, tho he were dead, yet shall he 
live.’—John 11: 25. 


“Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
dead body shall they rise. Awake and sing, ye 
that dwell in dust; for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.” 

Isaiah 26: 19. 


“Marvel not at this, for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth. They that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judg- 
ment.”—John 5: 28, 29. 


“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.”—Rev. 20: 6. 


Til 
RESURRECTION 


Resurrection is an important feature of 
the Lord’s return, and is therefore neces- 
sary to the believer’s full redemption, Rom 
8: 23; Phil. 3: 21. His soul is saved here and 
now, and the spirt justified, but a redeemed 
body is required to make his life divinely 
complete. 


There are many infallible proofs of the 
fact that Jesus rose fromthe dead; and the 
promises concerning the resurrection of all 
believers are an anchor to the soul, both sure 
and steadfast—they are a rock which the 
storms of doubt and denial cannot shake 
nor the centuries wear away, Acts 1: 3; 1 
Cor. 15: 1-22; Phil. 3: 20. 


Resurrection hope is the central truth of 
the Christian faith in the New Testament. 
It was the keynote of Paul’s preaching, and 
the cause of most of his persecutions, Acts 
17: 18; 28: 6; 24; 25. In his message to 
men, Paul gives special emphasis to the 
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risen, glorified Christ, and for this trium- 
phant note he was made to suffer, 2 Cor. 4: 
4. The Pharisees believed in the resurrec- 
tion, that was to their credit; but the Sad- 
ducees rejected the doctrine, Matt. 22: 23; 
Acts 23: 8. 


Seven great facts rest upon the resurrec- 
tion, 1 Cor. 15: 13-19. If there is no resur- 
rection,— 


ab 
2 
3 
4. 
5 
6 


The 


Christ is not risen. 


. Preaching is vain. 


. Your faith is vain. 


We are found false witnesses. 


. Ye are yet in your sins. 


. The dead have perished. 


The living believers are of all men 


most miserable. 


Paul states the negative and then the po- 
sitive side of the truth,— 


‘But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first fruits of them that 
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slept. For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive’’ 1 Cor. 15: 20-22. 


There will be two important resurrec- 
tions. The atonement secures the resurrec- 
tion of the entire race—of the just and the 
unjust, Ps 90: 3; 1 Cor. 15: 22. The Serip- 
tures show a clear destinction between the 
two events and the two classes that will 
share in them, Jno. 5: 29; Acts 24: 15; Rev. 
20: 5, 6. The two events will be separated 
in point of time by one thousand years. 


1, JESUS TEACHES THIS FACT 


His words in John 5: 28, 29 are used as an 
argument against separate events, but such 
is not the intended meaning. The ‘‘hour’’ 
referred to in verse twenty-eight has refer- 
ence to a long period of time. The same 
word is used in verse twenty-five where 
“the hour that now is” means these nine- 
teen centuries of grace. The ‘‘hour’’ that is 
coming in verse twenty-eight refers to a 
thousand years, called in the Old Testament 
and the New, the day of the Lord, Jno, 4: 
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21, 23; Rom. 18: 11; 2 Peter 3: 10. Jesus 
teaches in Luke 20: 35, 36 that only ‘‘chil- 
dren of God’’ will have part in the resur- 
rection from among the dead. 


2. PAUL TEACHES THIS FACT 


In Phil. 3: 11, when Paul speaks of attain- 
ing the resurrection from the dead, both 
Greek words—anastasis and nekron — are 
preceded by the preposition ‘‘ek’’, meaning 
out of, from,—and literally reads ‘‘the out 
resurrection from among the dead’’, The 
term ek-nekron—out from the dead, is used 
forty-nine times of Christ and the believer 
but never of the ungodly, Luke 20: 35. 


3. JOHN TEACHES THIS FACT 


The millennnial chapter of the Apocalypse 
states in clearest fashion that there will be 
two resurrections, separated by one thou- 
sand years, Rev. 20: 5. Some claim that the 
last clause of verse five—‘‘this is the first 
resurrection’’—refers to the rest of the dead 
that are not raised until the thousand years 
are finished ; but verse six proves that it has 
reference only to those raised up to share 
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Christ’s reign at the beginning of the thou- 
sand years. The two events may be stated 
as follows :— 


Resurrection of Saints; resurrection of sin- 
ners. 


Resurrection of Just; resurrection of unjust, 
Acts 24: 15. 


Resurrection of Life; resurrection of judg- 
ment, Jno. 5: 29. 


The First Resurrection (Rev 20: 5); the last 
resurrection, Rev. 20: 18. 


I 
HEIRS oF THE First RESURRECTION 
I. CHRIST THE FIRSTFRUITS, 1 Cor. 15: 23. 
Il. THEY THAT ARE CHRIST’S AT HIS CUMING, 


Eora L 23. 


These include, — 


1. The Old Testament saints, such as 
Enoch and Abraham, who saw the heavenly 
city and journeyed toward it as their goal, 
Heb. 11: 10; Jude 14, 15. John the Baptist, 
‘the friend of the Bridegroom,” would 
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class here. All the saints on the other side 
of Pentecost, whose faith pierced the shad- 
ows of earth and glimpsed the heavenly city, 
will share in the first resurrection and form 
a part of the heavenly group. This is made 
very clear in Heb. 11: 40, and 12: 22-24. 


2. The New Testament saints, which com- 
pose the church, the bride of Christ. This 
group is, of course, the chief feature of the 
first resurrection. 


“The dead in Christ shall rise first; then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air” 1 Thes. 4: 16. 


‘‘Behold I show you a mystery. We shall 
not all sleep (die) but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet 
shall sound and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed’’ 1 Cor. 
15: 52. The “‘last trump’’ has reference to 
the silver trumpet used in Israel’s worship, 
the trumpet of grace and not of judgment, 
as many suppose, Numb. 10: 1-10; 29: 1-6. 
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(1) The motive—that the believer might 
be fitted for the immediate presence of God, 
having a body fashioned after his body of 
glory, Phil 3. 21: 1 Jno.3: 2 _ 


(2) The means—the voice of the Son of 
God. Now ‘this lips like lilies, drop sweet 
smelling murrh,’’ but in that hour he will 
speak as one having power over all flesh, 
Cant. 5: 13; Jno. 17: 2. Lazarus heard the 
voice of one who had authority over death 
and came forth, and it will not be otherwise 
in the morning of the resurrection, ‘‘for the 
hour is coming in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voce, and shall come 
Foren JNO, 25, 29: 


(3) The mystery of the resurrection is 
made as clear to finite minds as the great 
apostle is able to make it by the use of an- 
alogy, in the fifteenth chapter of first Co- 
rinthians. 


The natural body is compared with the 
spiritual in order to show contrasts, vs 
42-54. ‘“And as we have borne the image of 
the earthly, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly.’’ 
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Sown in corruption; raised in incorrup- 
tion. 


Sown in dishonor; raised in glory. 
Sown in weakness; raised in power. 


Sown a natural body; raised a spiritual 
body. 


Sown an earthly body; raised a heavenly 
body, 2 Cor. 5: 1-4. 


This corruptible must be on incorruption, 
i. e., raised to a state of deathlessness. 


This mortal must put on immortality, 


i. e., raised to a state of glory—to highest 
excellence. 


3. The martyrs of the tribulation are in- 
cluded in the first resurrection. 


Resurrections and translations will occur 
at different times during this tragic period, 
Rev. 11: 11. The souls of the slain company 
are seen under the altar in the sixth chapter 
of Revelation, erying for vengeance; but 
in the fourteenth chapter the same group 
are seen ‘‘before the throne of God’’ clothed 
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with immortality, They have harps in their 
hands and follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth, Rev. 6: 9-11; 14: 2-5. 


That the slain company seen under the 
altar in sixth chapter is but the first in- 
stallment of the martyrs of the tribulation, 
is clearly evident, for these are asked to 
“rest for a little season, until ther fellow 
servants and brethren that should be killed 
as they were should be fulfilled’’ Rev. 6: 11. 
The martyrs of the tribulation are scen as 
“a great multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, kindreds, people and 
tongues, standing before the throne, clothed 
with white robes and palms in their hands”’ 
Rev. 7: 9-17. They belong to the first resur- 
rection, for of these it is written, ‘‘they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years’’ 
Rev. 20: 4. 


4. Another group belongs to the first res- 
urrection, and one not generally conceded 
a place there. The hosts of Israel, who fell 
in the wilderness and in the land, on the 
other side of the cross, will be raised up to 
enter upon the blessings of the millennial 
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reign. The Scriptures are very clear on this 
point,— 


“Thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust; for the dew is 
as the dew of herbs and the earth shall cast 
out the dead’’ Isa. 25: 19. 


‘‘Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of 
your graves and bring you into the land of 
Israel. And ye shall know that I am the 
Lord when I have opened your graves, O my 
people, and brought you out of your graves, 
and shail put my spirt in you and ye shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land”’ 
Ezek. 37: 12-14. 


‘And at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book. And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt’? Dan. 12: 
1-3. 

Since prophecy is concerned with the es- 
tablishment of heaven’s rule in the earth, it 
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must be conceded that Isaiah, Ezekiel and 
Daniel, when they refer to resurrection, are 
speaking, not of Old Testament saints who 
will be raised to the heavenly state, but of 
those who belong to the earthly scene, to the 
kingdom for which we pray. The theme of 
the prophets is the kingdom, and the earthly 
seed is meant when Isaiah says: ‘‘He will 
swallow up death in victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe away all tears from all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall be taken 
away from off all the earth’’ Isa. 25: 8. 


A separate resurrection for Israel is in ac- 
cord with the fixed principle that they shali 
“‘dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned 
among the nations” Numb 23: 9. They have 
an earthly calling, position and possessions, 
and resurrection is necessary in order to 
realize their divinely given hope—a king- 
dom on earth, Acts 1: 6. 


The analogy between the punishment of 
Israel in the wilderness and the discipline of 
sons in this age is clearly shown in 1 Cor. 10: 
1-11. God dealt with them in his govern- 
mental ways, the same as with belicvers of 
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this present period of grace, 1 Cor. 10: 30, 
32. They entered not into rest (in the land) 
because of unbelief, Heb. 3: 9; but there re- 
maineth a rest for the people of God, Heb. 
4:9. What they could not attain to under 
a legal covenant they will receive under the 
new covenant of peace, Heb. 8: 7-13. And so 
all Israel shall be saved, i. e., the sons of 
Isaac, ‘‘every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book”’ Dan. 12: 1; Rom. 11: 26. 

The resurrection. of Israel will occur at the 
close of the tribulation week as a preliminary 
feature of the Messianic reign, and a neces- 
sary event in order to fulfill prophecy and 
promise concerning the sons of Israel, Dan. 
12: 1-3. 

1 


HEIRS OF THE Last RESURRECTION 


‘The rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years are finished” Rev. 
20: 5. 


This has reference to all who have died in 
unbelief from Cain down to the end of time. 
It is called the resurrection of the ‘‘unjust,’’ 
who are here raised up from sea and land to 
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appear before the great white throne, It is 
also called the ‘‘resurrection of judgment,”’ 
to differentiate the wicked from the right- 
eous, as to deeds and destiny. The righteous 
shall not come into judgment as to sin or 
self—they have passed from death unto 
life, Jno. 5: 24, 29. 


1. The atonement made at the cross by 
him who ‘‘tasted death for every man,’’ se- 
cures the resurrection of every son of Adam 
—the just and the unjust, the righteous and 
the wicked, ‘‘Asin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive” 1 Cor. 15: 22. 

2. The wicked dead, all who have died in 
their sins, will be raised to endless existence 
but not to immortality. Only the redeemed 
will inherit that blessing. Immortality means 
a glorified state—the final state of the be- 
liever. This will be fully discussed in a 
later chapter. 


3. The wicked dead will require a new 
body for judgment and for punishment. 
Deeds done in the body must be punished 
in the body, Rev. 20: 12. For this reason, if 
for no other, there is no punishment of the 
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wicked until the judgment of ‘‘that great 
day’’ 2 Peter 2: 9. When every grave shall 
be opened and robbed of its victim, the full 
meaning of Christ’s atoning death will be 
witnessed by all the redeemed hosts, Then 
death shall be swallowed up in victory, and 
the last vestage of the kingdom of darkness 
destroyed forever! 1 Cor. 15: 54-58. 


“Not first the bright, and after that the dark, 
But first the dark, and after that the bright; 
First the thick cloud, and then the rainbow’s 

arch, 
First the dark grave, then resurrection light. 


“Tis first the night—stern night of storm and 
war, 
Long night of heavy clouds, and veiled skies; 
Then the far sparkle of the Morning Star, 
That bids the saints awake and dawn arise.” 
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JUDGMENT 


“And it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after that the judgment.”—Heb. 9: 27. 


“When thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness.”—Isaiah 26: 9. 


“He hath appointed a day, in which he shall 
judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead.”—Acts 17: 31. 


“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 
sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee unto judgment.” 

—Kccle. 11: 9. 


IV 
JUDGMENT 


Justice and judgment are the establish- 
ment of that throne from which the wide 
universe is ruled. The ‘‘Father of spirits’’ 
is infinitely just and, while judgment is his 
strange work, he can by no means clear the 
guilty, Isa. 28: 21. 


An outlook on the centuries thru the 
Scripture narrative reveals the fact that a 
God of judgment has been shaping the course 
of empire and teaching the nations wisdom 
with his chastening rod. Consider the 
divine ways in the world’s progress. Every 
age has ended or will end in judgment. The 
first age closed with a destructive flood; the 
second with confusion of tongues; the third, 
plagues upon Egypt; the fourth, Israel’s 
captivity; the fifth, judgment of sin at the 
cross; the sixth, a series of hardening judg- 
ments upon a Christ-rejecting world, and 
the seventh age will end with destruction 
by fire of Satan’s rebel hosts, Rev. 20: 9. 
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The swift judgments that fell upon cities, 
upon groups of rebels, like Korah’s com- 
pany, and upon individuals in the past, are 
said to be ‘‘an example unto those that after 
should live ungodly’’ 2 Peter 2: 6. 


If God spared not the angels that sinned; 
and turned the cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah into ashes, condemning them with an 
overthrow, how shall we escape the sever- 
ity of his righteous judgments if we neglect 
his great salvation! The God of the spirits 
of all flesh ‘‘is a God of judgment, and if 
the fire of his holiness has not consumed 
men and cities in this age, it is because he 
is long suffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance, 2 Peter 3: 9. 


Compensation is a universal law, and a 
judgment day for all classes is necessary 
for reward and for rebuke; for promotion 
and for punishment. God is orderly in all 
his works, and in the matter of judgment 
there is careful discrimination between the 
various classes of mankind, and the different 
standards under which each must be tested. 
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There are five different judgments in the 
New Testament, which take place at differ- 
ent periods, each dealing with some special 
class and having some specifie purpose. 


i 


JUDGMENT OF THE SINNER 
‘‘Now is the Judgment of this world; now 
shall the prince of this world be east out’’ 
John 12: 31. 


Jehovah lifted up the sword, 
O Christ, it fell on thee! 


The judgment of the first Adam, and 
therefore of the entire race, occurred at the 
cross. : In Christ, the representative of the 
race, the ‘‘old man’’ was condemned (Rom. 
8: 3; Mk. 14: 64); sentenced (Ezek. 18: 4; 
Luke 23: 24); and executed by a God of in- 
finite justice, Isa. 53: 7; Rom. 6: 6. 


Sinful flesh could never be forgiven; it 
must be judged and put to death. At the 
cross God was dealing with the federal head 
of the race, and the career of the natural 
man was there ended when sinful flesh was 
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judged and destroyed, Rom. 7: 4. To Noah 
God said: ‘‘The end of all flesh is come be- 
fore me; behold I will destroy them from 
the earth.’’ In a deeper sense, the cross was 
the estimate and the end of all flesh. God 
sending his Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and as an offering for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh, Rom. 8: 8. Here the judicial 
sentence against sin was given by a God of 
infinite holiness, and the punishment was 
met by his Son. In that hour he could say: 
“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold,and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, 
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the 
day of his fierce anger’’ Lam. 1: 12; Ps 42: 7. 


The death of the ‘‘first husband’’ in Ro- 
mans, seventh chapter, has reference to the 
carnal nature, which was judged in the per- 
son of Christ. He was made sin for us who 
knew no sin, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor. 5: 20. It 
was at the cross that the Lord ‘‘laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.’’ Referring to the in- 
finite reaches of his atoning death, John 
could say: ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God who 
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beareth away the sin of the world.’’ This 
is in entire accord with Heb. 9: 26—‘‘But 
now once in the end of the ages hath he ap- 
peared and put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.’’ When the Savior of men suffered 
at the hands of God, sin as an aggregate was 
dealt with, and the sin question forever set- 
tled. Now it is the Son question, and Pil- 
ate’s memorable words voice the serious 
problem of every man who has heard the 
story of redeeming love,—‘‘what shall I 
then do with Jesus who is called the Christ?’ 


II 
JUDGMENT OF Sons 


“For if we would judge ourselves, we 
should not be judged; but when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
we should not be condemned with the 
world’’ 1 Cor. 11: 31, 32. 


Concerning Israel’s true position, it is 
written: ‘‘My people shall not be reckoned 
among the nations, nor shall sinners stand 
in the congregation of the righteous’’ Numb. 
23:9; Ps 1: 5. It is not otherwise with be- 
lievers of this age. He that heareth and 
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heedeth the words of Christ ‘‘hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into judgment, 
but is passed from death unto lfe’’ John 
5: 24. 


The children of God belong within the 
circle of the divine famliy, and they shall 
never stand in judgment with the. world. 
This is true of Israel and of the church. But 
a holy God must punish sin wherever found 
and believers, in order that they should not 
be condemned with the world, are judged 
day by day as sons in the Father’s house. 
This judgment, called chastening, is one of 
the most important truths of the New Tes- 
tament. It holds the secret of peace and of 
power; of a holy and happy life. 


1. It is the Father who chasteneth every 
son received into the heavenly family, ‘‘If 
ye endure chastening God dealeth with you 
as with sons, for what son is he whom the 
Father chasteneth not?’’ Heb. 12: 1-9. 


2. The rod is evidence of his love, ‘‘for 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth’’ 
Heb. 12: 6. This heroic element in the relig- 
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ious life does not appeal to human reason; 
it is a truth that faith alone can receive and 
rejoice in. Paul believed in the wisdom of 
it for he could say: ‘‘Our light atiliction, 
which is for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory’’. What contrasts are here! The 
affliction is personal; it is light; and for a 
moment. The glory is personal; it is weigh- 
ty; and eternal, 2 Cor. 4: 17. 


3. It is intended to make us partake of his 
holiness. ‘‘Furthermore we have had fath- 
ers of our own flesh which corrected us and 
we gave them reverence; shall we not much 
rather be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits and live? For they verily, for a few 
days chastened us after their own pleasure, 
but he, for our profit, that we might be par- 
takers of his holiness’’ Heb, 12: 9, 10. The 
chastisement of the believer has a higher 
and holier motive than that which governs 
an earthly parent. It is the expression of a 
purer love, and a proof of God’s unselfish 
interest in our highest good. 

4. It is intended to exercise the soul in 
righteousness and thus develop moral char- 
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acter. There is a condition here that shculd 
be carefully noted. ‘‘Chastening yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.” God is 
a great economist. He will never strike one 
blow too many or once too hard; but the 
trial of affliction will fail of the divine in- 
tent if it does not lead the soul to search 
out sin and seek God’s face and favor, Heb. 
ag Mh 


When thru fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply. 
The fiame shall not hurt thee, I only design 
The dross to consume, and the gold to refine. 


5. This judgment may be averted by judg- 
ing one’s self, and here is the practical bear- 
ing of this truth. “If we would judge our- 
selves we should not be judged; but when 
we are judged we are chastened of the Lord 
that we should not be condemned with the 
world’’ 1 Cor. 11: 31, 32. 


The place to judge sin is in the presence 
of God, and the time is the hour of prayer. 
This should be a daily practice, ‘‘Wisdom 
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is justified of her children,” and we justify 
God when, in the light of his presence, we 
condemn evil of every sort, and claim the 
cleansing provided for sin. ‘‘If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins—faithful because he promised 
to do so; just because Christ rendered full 
and adequate satisfaction for them in his 
death, 1 Jno. 1: 9. 


Self judgment is necessary to a healthy 
condition of soul. It is the divinely ap- 
pointed way of abiding in fellowship with 
the Father; by it alone is communion main- 
tained. David affords an apt illutration of 
this truth. 


‘‘When I kept silence, my bones waxed old 
thru my roaring all the day long. 


“For day and night thy hand was heavy 
upon me; my moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer. 


“I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said I would 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin’”’ 
Ps 32: 3-5. 
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The Greek word paidea is translated nur- 
ture (Eph. 6: 4); instruction (1 Tim. 3: 16); 
chastening and chastisement, all of which 
are included in the judgment of sons, Heb. 
a Uo ek ; 

III 
JUDGMENT OF SERVANTS 

“For we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, accord- 


ing to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad’’ 2 Cor. 5: 10; Rom. 14: 10. 


To have this solemn event before us in 
clearest light, three things should be care- 
fully noted—the place the purpose, and the 
process. 


I. THE PLACE—HEAVEN, 1 Cor. 15: 52. 


In studying the five New Testament judg- 
ments, the time, place and people are feat- 
ures of real importance. 


1. Judgment of the sinner—-at the cross. 


2. Judgment of sons — day by day on 
earth. 
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Bervants 
3. Judgment of soms=-in heaven. 


4. Judgment of the living nations—on 
earth, when he returns to Mt. Olivet with 
all his saints, Zech. 14: 4; Matt. 25: 31-46. 


5. Judgment of the wicked dead at the end 
of time, out in infinite space! Rev. 20: 11. 


Il. THE PURPOSE—REWARDS, 1 Cor. 3: 14. 


This judgment will have nothing to do 
with the person of the believer. Having been 
judged in the person of his substitute at the 
cross, he is forever beyond condemnation. 
Having passed from death to life when he 
believed, he has a new standing before God 
where he is ever accepted in the Beloved 
and complete in him, Eph. 1: 6. 


(1) His position in grace puts him far be- 
yond judgment, for he is seated in the heav- 
enlies with Christ, and ‘‘as he is so are we 
in this world’’ Eph. 2: 6. 


(2) His condition will detach his person 
from every thought of judgment. The be- 
liever will appear before Christ’s judgment 
seat clothed with the garments of a finished 
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redemption. He will have a justified spirit, 
a redeemed soul, and a body fashioned after 
the glorious body of his Lord, Phil. 3: 21. 
His perfect oneness with Christ permits him 
to say: 


Death and judgment are behind me, 
_ Grace and glory are before; 

All wrath’s billows rolled o’er Jesus, 
There exhausted all their power. 


2. The sins of the believer will not be 
judged in that day, for Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many, ‘‘and unto 
them that look for him shall appear the sec- 
ond time apart from the question of sin unto 
salvation” Heb. 9: 28. By one offering he 
hath perfected forever them that are saved, 
and as to sin or sins, the believer will never 
come into judgment. 


Where are the believer’s sins? 
They are covered, Ps 32: 1. 
They are blotted out, Isa. 44: 22. 


Removed as far as the east is from the 
west, Ps 103: 12. 
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Cast into the depths of the sea, Micah 
a19: 


N 


Remembered no more, Jer. 31: 34. 


The believer has not only obtained judi- 
cial forgiveness which is never repeated but 
is justified from all things, and who will lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect—now 
or in the day of judgment! Rom. 8: 33. 


3. But the believer must appear or be 
manifested before the judgment seat of 
Christ to receive rewards for service. His 
salvation is all of grace from start to finish; 
his sonship makes him a co-heir with Christ; 
but his service must pass through a crucial 
test in order to determine a just compensa- 
tion. This truth is plainly stated in Scrip- 
ture. 


‘‘But when thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; and 
thou shalt be blessed; for they can not re- 
compense thee, for thou shalt be recompen- 
sed at the resurrection of the just’? Luke 
14: 14. 
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“If any man’s work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as by fire” 1 Cor. 3: 10-15. 


Il. THE PROCESS — REVEALED BY FIRE, 1 Cor. 
Bo: Us: 


‘Now if any man build upon this founda- 
tion, gold, silver, precious stones; wood, hay, 
stubble; every man’s work shall be manifest, 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is.” 


Nothing can enter the kingdom of spirit- 
ual values without passing this highest test. 


The Believer’s Substitute passed thru a 
baptism of fire at the cross (Ps 88: 7), and 
he can sing,— 


There is no condemnation, 
There is no hell for me; 
The torment and the fire 
Mine eyes shall never see. 


98 


JUDGMENT 


Jehovah’s covenant people must pass thru 
the fire of murderous hate during the tribu- 
lation, Ps 83: 13-18; Isa. 59: 9: 21; Zech. 
Uae 


The tribulation sants, the white-robed 
company, will all be saved as by fire, Rev. 
7: 14. 


The wicked shall be ashes under the saints’ 
feet in the day of his appearing,— 


“For behold the day cometh that shall 
burn as an oven, and all the preud, yea, all 
that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the 
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of ‘hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch’’ Mal, 4: 1. 


The believer’s life is hid with Christ in 
God, but he must appear or be manifested - 
before the judgment seat of Christ, to re- 
ceive rewards for service, Rom. 14: 10. Here 
his doings will be searched by him whose 
eyes are as flame, to reveal the quality of his 
works in order to determine the measure of 
reward, 1 Cor, 3: 18. Deeds of the law and 
works of the flesh will appear as ‘‘filthy 


99 


COMING EVENTS 


rags’’, while works of faith will meet with 
divine approval. What you desire, that you 
are! and motive is the measure of one’s 
deeds. Motive will be the determining fac- 
tor in measuring the worth of the believer’s 
works, There are three motives that gov- 
ern worthy endeavor and which suggest 
three different planes of action. 


1. Duty is fundamental in the realm of 
service. It grows out of a personal relation 
to a moral Ruler and a moral realm. ‘‘Eng- 
land expects every man to do his duty’’ þe- 
cause of a moral obligation, and such is the 
Christian’s relation to the kingdom of 
Christ. It is a duty to own the Lordship of 
Jesus, ‘‘to trade till I come’’ and thus make 
a wise investment of one’s talents; to re- 
deem opportunities for doing good,—it is a 
duty to make the most of life. And one 
who serves from a clear sense of duty will 
not fail of reward in that day. 


2. Debt, or compensation, may be named 
as a proper motive for earnest endeavor. 
The New Testament teaches that God is anx- 
ious to get into our debt, and for good rea- 
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sons. The Master constantly held out re- 
wards as a worthy motive for ‘Christian ser- 
vise—for doing and for giving, Luke 6: 35; 
14: 14. 


Offering rewards for commendable service 
is seen to be the highest wisdom. It fulfills the 
law of compensation so plainly written in the 
moral world,—a law that remains the com- 
fort and stay of the poor and despised, and 
of every honest toiler. Compensation is 
named as a proper incentive to faithful ser- 
vice, and it is also offered as a stimulus to a 
worthy ambition—-such as found expression 
in Paul and Spurgeon, in Martyn and Liv- 
ingstone. In the letters of Jesus to the 
churches of Asia, this truth is given special 
emphasis. ‘‘Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” He 
that overcometh and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations’’ Rev. 2: 10, 26. 


3. Devotion suggests to us the highest 
plane for service. Beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, we are gradually 
changed from character to character. Abid- 
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ing in him, the purpose and aim, the de- 
sire and the deed,—these are lifted to high- 
er realms where life gets its true meaning. 
Beginning service from a sense of duty, and 
continuing under the stimulus of rewards, 
we come to see that there is still a higher 
motive for an earnest investment of the life. 
In fellowship with the Perfect Servant, we 
learn the more excellent way. We love him 
because he first loved us, and the love of 
Christ constraineth us to lay down the life 
for him in a devotion that must ever delight 
his heart. If works performed from a sense 
of duty will appear as precious stones; and 
service for rewards, as silver; deeds wrought 
out of full allegiance to him will shine as 
pure gold in that hour of final test, 1 Cor. 3: 
12; 


This judgment has to do with the Chris- 
tian servant’s works, and therefore could 
have nothing to do with the life previous to 
conversion. That was settled at the cross. 
It would seem that the believer’s life will be 
made manifest to God alone, no one else 
being allowed to look into it. ‘‘But we are 
made manifest unto God.’’ This would be 
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in entire accord with all we know of the 
tender and thoughtful love of the Christ, 2 
Cor. 5: 11. 


Deeds of merit as we thought them 
He will show us were but sin; 
Little acts we had forgotten 
He will tell us were for him. 


IV 
JUDGMENT OF THE Living NATIONS 


‘““When the Son of Man shall come in all 
his glory and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory; and before him shall be gathered all 
nations, and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a Shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats’’ Matt. 25: 31-46. 


The judgments of servants will occur in 
heaven; the judgment of the living nations 
will take place on earth, when the King 
comes to Mount Olivet with all his saints, 
Zech. 14: 5. Not only is Antichrist and his 
official army judged when Christ returns to 
earth, it is also the hour of judgment for the 
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world, Rev. 19: 19; Acts 17: 31, It is writ- 
ten: ‘‘I will gather all nations against Jeru- 
salem to battle’’, and this agrees with Joel’s 
inspired prediction: ‘‘I will gather all na- 
tions, and bring them down into the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, and will plead wth them 
there for my people and for my heritage Is- 
rael. Let the heathen be wakened and come 
up to the valley of Jehoshaphat for there 
will I sit to judge all the heathen round 
about’’ Joel 3: 2-12. 


This judgment of the nations will take 
place on earth as a preparation for the 
earthly kingdom, and will be conducted in 
accord with the laws of the kingdom. ‘‘Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he can not see the 
kingdom of God.’’ After the church has been 
caught up, the ‘‘gospel of the kingdom” 
will be preached by Jews specially anointed 
for that ministry, by the sealed remnant, 
Rev. 7: 1-8. Multitudes will accept the mes- 
hage that the King is coming, and will be 
saved. This judgment will be the sifting of 
the wheat from the chaff, in order that the 
chaff may be destroyed and the wheat be- 
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come the nucleus of the fifth universal em- 
pire. 


The church is not included in this com- 
pany, for it is then that she will sit in judg- 
ment upon the nations. ‘‘Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the world?’’ 1 
Gor. 6; 2; Ps 149: 9. 


Israel is not among this company, for it 
is written: ‘‘My people shall not be reck- 
oned with the nations’? Numb. 23: 9. In 
calling, position and possessions, they must 
forever remain distinct and detached from 
other peoples. 


The living nations only are meant, and the 
judgment is final—one class receives eternal 
life; the other eternal death. The ‘‘sheep’’ 
will enter upon the blessings of the millen- 
nial reign; the ‘‘goats’’ depart to dwell with 
the devil and his angels. 


This event will be imposing in many 
ways—a crisis hour, a sublime occasion, and 
a great assembly. Since it includes all na- 
tions then living, it is called the judgment 
of the world. ‘‘He hath appointed a day 
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in which he will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that man whom he hath or- 
dained; whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead’’ Acts 17: 31. There are three 
great facts in this text,— 


1. The day is appointed. 
2. The judge is appointed! 
3. The people are appointed to judgment. 


Ps 98: 9; Isa. 13: 11; 24: 19-23; Matt. 13: 
41-43, 49, 50. 


y 
JUDGMENT OF THE WiıcKkED DEAD 


‘And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God, and the books were open- 
ed; and another book was opened which is 
the book of life; and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works” Rev. 
20: 12. 


This last act in the drama of human his- 
tory is the most solemn event of the ages. 
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Tt will be conducted before the great white 
throne at the close of Christ’s earthly reign. 
Looking at the sublime sketch given by 
seraphic John, one is impressed with 


THE SCENE 


and its setting amid the shaking of worlds. 
Hoary time has run its course and the divine 
plan for the age times is about to be consum- 
mated. God in redemption has been fully 
revealed, and God in government is about 
to complete his work. The church has been 
exalted to distinguished place and service. 
Israel has been restored and greatlv en- 
larged. The nations have been judged, and 
the saved of the nations have enjoyed the 
benefits of Christ’s peaceful reign. The last 
revolt, inspired by the arch-fiend, has been 
punished and Satan has been cast into the 
lake of fire. Now the entire scene is to be 
transferred from the sphere of time into the 
eternal world and placed under new laws 
and conditions. There remains one more 
act that belongs to the finite, and that is the 
judgment of the last day. 
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The great white throne is set out in infin- 
ite space and the Son of Man, to whom all 
judgment is given, sits as arbiter of human 
destinies, John 5: 22. To the call of final 
trumpet the dead rise from earth and sea, 
from Hades and the grave. The old earth 
which has often trembled under footsteps 
divine, is shaken to its foundations by the 
voice of Omnipotence and passes away to 
give place to a kingdom that can not be re- 
moved. The ‘‘day of the Lord’’ will close 
with a whole world in conflagration. Moun- 
tains will be lit like torches, whose flames 
will be fed with internal fuel. Cities will 
be swept with flaming tempest like Sodom 
and Gomorrah. The elements will melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up’’ 2 Peter 
a: 10, 12: 


When the Son of Man comes to David’s 
throne, he will come in flaming fire which 
will sweep the surface of the earth in that 
hour, leaving the wicked as ashes under the 
soles of the saints’ feet. That will be an im- 
portant feature of his second advent, Dan 
7:10; 2 Thes. 1: 8; Mal. 4: 1-3. But the bap- 
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tism of fire that will issue in a new earth, 
referred to by Peter, will occur at the close 
of the millennial reign. Then the heavens 
that have waxed old as doth a garment 
shall pass away with a great noise—they 
shall be rolled together as a scroll and as a 
vesture they shall be folded up, while the 
new heavens and new earth appear, Isa. 65: 
17; Heb. 1: 11, 12; 2 Peter 8: 10-14. 


The scene is overwhelming in its grandeur, 
fearful in its wreckage of time’s institutions, 
dreadful in its devouring flame. 


If we inquire as to who shall appear on 
this scene and witness this awful transfor- 
mation, we learn that those who are sum- 
moned here, the 


SUBJECTS OF JUDGMENT 


are mentioned as a single class, and are 
plainly the wicked dead of all ages. 


The church is not among this company, 
for she has already enjoyed a mlliennium of 
exalted service. Israel ig not in question 
here. Her tribes have long since been dwel- 
ling peacefully in their allotted land. The 
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nations are not meant, for they were sifted 
and chastised at the beginning of the reign 
of peace. The wicked dead only are meant, 
the impenitent of all ages, who rejected the 
divine message of grace and are therefore 
reserved for this solemn day. The great 
company that assemble here, are gathered 
from earth and sea—from the cities of the 
dead. From Cain down to the end of time 
they have remained in the silent tomb, hear- 
ing not the trumpet of God in the resurrec- 
tion of the just, for no uncircumcised ear 
shall hear the call intended to awaken the 
redeemed of the Lord. 


Notice further the 
SEARCHING TEST 


for this important occasion, pointed out by 
the inspired seer. ‘‘The books were open- 
ed’’—heaven’s record of human deeds. A 
book of remembrance is kept for those who 
love him, and a faithful record is also kept 
of those who rebel against him. The rebel- 
lious are here judged according to _ their 
works. Not according to faith, for they 
have not believed the record God gave of his 
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Son; not according to grace, for divine 
grace has been rejected. They make no 
plea of Christ’s finished work, for that has 
been ignored. Hence the necessity of meet- 
ing the impenitent on their own plane—the 
ground of their own works—since they have 
refused to step into grace and stand on re- 
demption ground. 


The books have beer kept by angelic 
chronicler and human deeds recorded with 
divine precision. Human biographers may 
pass over the sinful and selfish deeds of men 
who have risen to fame and fortune, record- 
ing only deeds good and great for posterity 
to read and praise; but no such record is 
kept in that other world where truth reigns 
and is worshiped. 


Another record of human deeds is kept on 
memory’s scroll which will remain a nart of 
one’s eternal possessions. Such are the laws 
of mind that nothing is ever forgotten. 
Everything that has commanded attention 
has left a picture on memory’s walls that 
will ever pass in review before us. ‘‘Son, 
remember’’ were the words of the patriarch 
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to the unclothed spirit in Hades, teaching 
that memory will furnish constant food for 
remorse and deepen the soul’s anguish. Let 
heaven’s record be blotted out and never 
appear against us, still would the indelible 
record on memory’s page remain to bring 
the past continually into view and make it a 
part of our experience. Were there no divine 
tribunal, memory would forever bring the 
sinner’s deeds before the bar of conscience 
to be punished with unmitigated remorse 
and anguish. 


But there is no standard in man suff- 
ciently high for the measurement of human 
motive and conduct, Far beyond the highest 
conception of right,—far beyond the throne 
of conscience is the exalted throne of divine 
justice, before Which every: creature shall 
stand and be judged by him who is worthy 
to sit upon it, Hence we read of the mighty 
host that are raised up by omnipotence to 
appear before the great white throne and 
face the record of the open books. 


One by one they pass before the searching 
gaze of a holy God to receive a sentence 
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from which there is no appeal and pass to 
their final doom. From those dizzy heights, 
with nothing now beneath their feet, they 
descend into the pit of the abyss—into eter- 
nal night forever. Shut out from heaven— 
an infinite loss! Separated from God — a 
greater calamity! Shut in with demons, in 
the regions of death and despair! 


“And whosoever was not found written 
in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
Pre NV Loe 


There is no appeal from this sentence, no 
refuge and no hope. It is judgment with- 
out mercy and reward without favor. The 
harvest: of a deliberate sowing must be 
reaped and the unchangeable law of increase 
will be fulfilled, allowing no word of com- 
plaint against the Author of life and law. 
Punishment is seen to be self-imposed, and 
man, the architect of his own fortune. The 
law of compensation is justified and there is 
no escape from its sentence. Justice is re- 
vealed in every ruling and no feeble voice 
will be raised against the divine decision, 
Gen. 18: 25. 
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No change will come to those regions of 
death which lie beyond a fixed gulf, from 
which there is no return. Hope ever gives 
strength to the heart; and could she, with 
her radiant face and beaming eyes, speak 
to these prisoners of despair and tell of re- 
lease after ages have run their course, the 
sting of death would be destroyed and the 
power of death would be broken, But no 
ray of hope shall ever penetrate that dark 
domain where God’s smile never rests, but 
“his wrath abideth’’; where the inhabitants 
have passed the line of human choice, and 
where the voice of redeeming love is 
hushed forever. Therefore they are lost— 
irretrievably lost—forever lost! 
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“Immortality is the glorious discovery of Chris- 
tianity.”—Channing. 


“Christ cnly hath immortality, dwelling in 
light unapproachable.”—1 Tim. 6: 16. 


To the believer only is the promise given, “This 
mortal must put on immortality.”—1 Cor. 15: 53. 


“ Tis immortality, ’tis that alone, 

Amid life’s pains, abasements, emptiness, 
The soul can comfort, elevate and fill. 

That only, and that amply this performs.” 


—Young 


y 
IMMORTALITY. 


Immortality is expressed by a Greek word 
that occurs but three times in the New Tes- 
tament—athanasia. It is found in the fol- 
lowing texts—1 Cor. 15: 53, 54; 1 Tim. 6: 16. 


Literally the word means exemption from 
death; life without end. 


In theology it means eternal, personal and 
conscious existence in union with God. 


In Scripture it means eternal life lifted 
to a deathless, perfect, glorified state; one- 
ness with God and likeness to him, Jno. 27: 
21, 24; Rom. 8: 17, 30; 1 Peter 5: 10; Rev. 20: 
1-5. 


Conditional immortality is plainly taught 
in Scripture. It means that man has no im- 
mortality apart from faith in Christ, a truth 
that lies on the surface. 


Let it be confessed, a superficial mean- 
ing has been read into the word in recent 
years. The term has been used in reference 
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to the future in a way to mislead many. 
From the beginning, man has hoped for life 
beyond the grave, a desire growing out of 
the conviction that he was created to live 
forever. This fond hope has been engraved 
in rock, cut in marble, and written on the 
immortal page. The literature of the world 
is permeated with man’s sentiments, de- 
sires and belief as to a future life; but his 
thoughts about it, often so eloquently ex- 
pressed, have not always been in harmony 
with revealed truth. 


Cicero said: ‘‘There is, I know not how, 
in the minds of men, a certain presage as it 
were, of a future existence, and this takes 
the deepest root and is most discoverable 
in the greatest geniuses and most exalted 
souls.” And how admirably is a universal 
belief voiced in the words of Thurlow Reed: 
“I cannot believe, and cannot be brought to 
believe, that the purpose of our creation is 
fulfilled by our short existence here. To me 
the existence of another world is a neces- 
sary supplement of this, to adjust its inequal- 
ities and imbue it with moral significance.” 
When Rufus Choate took ship for foreign 
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shores, a friend said: ‘‘You will be here a 
year from hence.” ‘‘Sir,’’ said the great 
lawyer, ‘‘I shall be here a hundred years 
hence, and a thousand years hence.’’ 


Benjamin Franklin’s epitaph, written by 
himself, voices with beautiful simplicity the 
ereed of the Christian: ‘‘The body of Ben- 
jamin Franklin (like the cover of an old 
bock, its contents torn out, and stripped of 
its leather and gilding) lies here, food for 
worms; yet the work itself shall not be lost, 
for it will, as he believes, appear once more 
in a new and more beautiful edition, cor- 
rected and amended by the Author.”’ 


Wordsworth voiced his belief in immor- 
tality in poetic strain,— 


“Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
Which brought us hither; 

Can in a moment travel thither, 

And see the children sport upon the shore, 
And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.” 


It remained for Addison to clothe a phil- 
osopher’s belief in a future life with unus- 
ual dignity and beauty, — 
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“It must be so—Plato, thou reasonest well,— 
Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality? 

Or whence the secret dread, and inward horror, 
Of falling into naught? Why shrinks the soul 
Back on herself, and startles at destruction? 
’Tis divinity that stirs within us; 

’Tis heaven itself, that points out an hereafter, 


And intimates eternity to man.” 


This popular belief in life beyond death 
by men of the world who have not seen fit 
to conform their lives to the teachings of the 
New Testament, sounds very good, but 
what if it has no foundation in truth? The 
desire for life beyond life is well nigh uni- 
versal, but why do men wish to live in that 
world of eternal realities? If there were no 
personal God of infinite justive and holiness 
to meet; if there were no judgment day—no 
far off divine event toward which the whole 
creation, moves, when every deed will be seen 
in the light of the throne,—if these were 
not the things that stand at the end of this 
earthly pilgrimage for every man, he might 
hail with delight the prospect of a future 

120 


IMMORTALITY 


life. But these eternal realities will have to 
be faced. 


Man has had his day in this life and he 
has filled it with sin, sorrow and failure. 
God will take no chances with him in an- 
other state of existence. He must enter that 
life by way of the throne of righteousness 
where the decision for him will be either 
eternal life or eternal death, Matt. 25: 46. 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life’” 
1 Jno. 5: 12. l 

1. The pathetic element in this expressed 
desire for immortality is this, that it is a 
great truth mixed with subtle error, That 
every man will live beyond death is a fact 
sustained by nature, reason and revelation. 
There is no death to life! Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit 
shall return to God who gave it’’ Eccle. 12: 7. 

If the spirit of man returns to its Maker, 
then the life is entirely at God’s disposal, 
and whatever he has decreed will be the por- 
tion of the soul forever. There are two class- 
es, two ways and two destinies. The un- 
saved, all who have rejected the Son, will 
be denied eternal life; ‘‘and he that believ- 
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eth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” Jno. 3: 36. 

This truth was stated immediately after 
the fall. ‘‘And the Lord God said, behold 
the man is become as one of us, to know 
good and evil, and now, lest he put forth his 
hand and take also of the tree of life, and 
eat, and live forever, therefeore the Lord God 
sent him forth from the garden of Eden’’Gen. 
3: 22, 23. Apart from Jesus the Christ men 
have nothing to hope for but eternal esist- 
ence which will be worse than annihliation. 
What more than mere existence could a life 
be that is separated from God who is the 
soul’s home,—without love or hope, fellow- 
ship or friends, rest or peace! Matt. 7: 23; 
Jude 13. 

2. The Seriptures declare that Christ only 
hath immortality, ‘‘dwelling in light unap- 
proachable’’ 1 Tim. 6: 16. He is the only 
glorified man! Jno. 7: 39; 17: 5. No man 
hath entered as yet into the glory but the 
Son of Man, and he is therefore the only 
one who has reached the perfect state, Luke 
24: 26; Acts 2: 34. Of all mortals who have 
trod this vale of tears, he alone has been wel- 
comed with joyous acclaim to the city of 
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fadeless light. . ‘‘Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lifted up ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle’’ Ps 
24: 7, 8. Grant is in full accord with this 
thought. He says: ‘‘We by no means main- 
tain the false doctrine of the innate and es- 
sential immortality of the earthly race. We 
contend that the race is mortal and that 
immortality innate and essential belongs to 
no creature, fallen or unfallen. The passage 
in Timothy gives this assurance.’’ 


3. The believer has eternal life here and 
now as a divine gift and, having such a life, 
he shall never perish, Jno. 10: 28; Eph. 4: 30. 
He will have immortality in the resurrection 
when this body of our humiliation is fash- 
ioned like unto his glorious body, Phil. 3: 21. 
Then he will be like the glorified Man in 
every important sense,—in physical perfec- 
tion; in moral worth, and in spiritual ex- 
cellence, Rom. 8: 17; Heb. 2: 10; 1 Peter 5: 
i710 1 Jno. 32 2. 

To know God personally and experiment- 
ally is eternal life (Jno. 17: 4); to be like 
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God,—to embody his nature and be clothed 
with his beauty, is immortality, Psalm 17: 
15. ‘‘This corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption,’ referring to the body. ‘‘This mor- 
tal must put on immortality,’’ referring to 
the whole man—soul and body, 1 Cor. 15: 53. 
Of these words, Grant says: ‘‘This corrupt- 
ible apples to the dead, ‘‘this mortal’’ to 
the living; both expressions to the body, the 
“mortal flesh’? 2 Cor. 4: 11. 


If ‘‘both expressions’’ refer to the body, 
then the dead would have one kind of body, 
and the living saints another kind of body 
in the resurrection! Why limit ‘‘mortal’’ to 
the body? It certainly has a much wider 
meaning. The Standard Dictionary defines 
the adjective as ‘‘subject to death; destined 
to die’’; and the noun, ‘‘ Whatever is mortal 
or subject to death; especially a human. be- 
ing.” It is written, ‘‘the soul that sinneth 
it shall die,’ referring to the whole man. 
Thru sin the sentence of death fell upon 
every part of man’s being—body, soul and 
spirit. To redeem man from death, Jesus 
died physically, morally, and spiritually at 
the cross. Not his physical, but his moral 
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death, redeemed mankind from the curse, 
and turned the frown of God into gracious 
favor. When Paul says the unsaved are 
dead in trespasses and sins’’, does he mean 
that the body is under death? In a masterfui 
way, Paul shows how Christ redeemed the 
whole man from a state of death. ‘‘There 
is therefore now no condemnation’? for the 
redeemed soul! Rom. 8: 1-10. There is no 
corruption for the redeemed body! vs 19-24. 
There is ne separation from God for the re- 
deemed spirit or life! vs 35-39. 


Grant says: ‘‘The soul does not die; nor the 
spirit’’; but what is meant by the ‘‘second 
death’’! The tragic element in it is this, that 
death to the soul means the blight of God’s 
frown; the bondage from being ‘‘condemned 
already” (Jno. 3: 18) ; and the ‘‘ blackness of 
darkness into which it must finally pass! Jude 
13. ‘‘The soul that sinneth it shall die.’’ The 
death of the body is a mere sign or proof of 
the real tragedy. Physical death is separa- 
tion from the body; but moral death is sepa- 
ration from God,—‘without the camp shall 
his habitation be”! Lev. 13: 46; Rom. 8: 35. 
The ‘‘second death’’ is the final state of 
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man’s moral nature, the just punishment of 
his transgressions. 


It is clearly evident that death has a 
larger meaning than Grant is willing to ad- 
mit; and it is not otherwise with the word 
“‘mortal.”’ “We read of “mortal feshss 
meaning flesh subject to decay; also ‘mortal 
body’’—the body of a living soul subject to 
death, Rom. 8: 11; 2 Cor. 4: 11. ‘‘Mortal 
mind’’ is a perfectly Scriptural term, if the 
Christian Scientists have made it do gener- 
ous service! And ‘‘mortal soul’’ is logically 
eorrect, and fully sustained by Scripture. 
No trained soul winner would dare to speak 
of the ‘‘immortal soul’’ to a skeptic or infi- 
del! And for the reason that it is not true. 
Immortality has reference to the final state of 
the redeemed,—of his body, soul and spirit— 
a state of highest excellence, of glory, far 
beyond the touch of death. The unsaved 
will always remain mortal, for their final state 
will be one of death, for body, soul and 
spirit, Rev. 20: 14. 

THE TWO COMPARED,— 

1. Eternal life has reference to a kind of 

life, to deathless, fadeless life; immortality 
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has reference to a degree and condition of 
life. 

2. Eternal life is communicated and de- 
pendent (Jno. 10: 28); immortality is life 
completed and self-existent. 


3. The first is a present possession (1 Jno 
3: 15); the second will be realized by the 
believer in the resurrection. Cor. 15: 53, Im- 
mortality is eternal life perfected and lifted 
to a plane where all is divine. It is the final 
form, the full bloom of the believer’s inner 
life on eternal shores, where the divine 
image shall be fully restored. 


How sweet to live, beyond the grip of death, 
With Christ in all His glory! Oh, how sweet 

To live this endless life when souls redeemed 
Will be like him, the pure, the perfect One! 
His peace will be our peace; his joy, our joy; 
His rich and boundless love will overflow 

The hearts that have so longed for love divine: 
No dross of earth can cling to spirits blest 
That live with him the resurrection life; 

His holiness and power, His life and love 

Are gifts sublime to ransomed souls; and this— 
Is immortality! —E. Louise Umlauf. 


127 


VI 
THE DAY OF THE LORD 


“And in mercy shall the throne be established; 
and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle 
of David, judging and seeking judgment, and 
hastening righteousness.”—Isaiah 16: 5. 


“He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him, and his enemies shall lick the dust.” 

Psalm 72: 8, 9; 


“Messiah’s reign from David’s throne will be 
one of absolute power; of universal peace; poli- 
tical and social purity; of unprecedented pros- 
perity; and of universal praise.—G. C. 


“Man’s day began at the cross; the day of 
Christ will begin with the Rapture; Satan’s day 
and sway over the earth will be the tragic feat- 
ure of the Tribulation; the day of the Lord is 
the kingdom for which we pray established in 
the earth; and the day of God has reference to 
the eternal state, when the Son shall have deliv- 
ered up the kingdom to the Father.”—G. C. 


VI 
THE DAY OF THE LORD 
THE Promisep KINGDOM 


Jesus of Nazareth, as lineal descendant of 
David, is legal heir to David’s throne, and 
from that throne he will, in the appointed 
time, rule over a universal empire with un- 
disputed sway and with such glory as will 
eclipse all the best efforts of the most bril- 
liant periods of the past, Luke 1: 32; Ps 72; 
Isa. 6: 1-8. 


The theme of the Old Testament is the 
kingdom, and the burden of the prophets is 
the establishment of the throne of the Lord 
in the earth, when Jehovah’s authority will 
be fully recognized among men and the 
divine will obeyed here as in heaven. Thru 
Christ’ reign from David’s throne in the 
next age, God will consummate his purpose 
for the race as to government, With the Son 
of Man as ruler of the world, the race will 
be lifted to the high plane of physical, and 
moral and spiritual life for which it was 
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originally intended, All that man has failed 
to accomplish as to civic righteousness, so- 
cial uplift and moral reform, will be fully 
achieved thru Christ’s brilliant reign among 
men. 


In the Old Testament and in the New, the 
kingdom promised to Israel and for which 
we pray, is called the day of the Lord. 
‘*Man’s day began at the cross and will con- 
tinue until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled’’ Luke 21: 24; Dan. 2: 44, 45. Paul 
refers to this ne he says: “‘It is a very 
small thing that I should be judged by man’s 
day’’ Cor. 4:3. The day of Christ has refer- 
ence to his promotion and power when the 
Father gives to him the reins of government, 
and the church, for which he died, shall be 
exalted to distinguished place and service, 
Rev. 5: 5-7; Phil. 1: 6; 2: 16. The ‘‘day of 
the Lord’’ has reference to the ‘‘putting 
down all rule and all authority and power’’ 
in the earth, for it is written: ‘‘He must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet’’ Cor. 15: 24, 25, Isaiah has reference 
to that day when he says: ‘‘for when thy 
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judgments are in the earth the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness; and 
the work of righteousness shall be peace, 
and the effect of righteousness quietness and 
assurance forever” Isa. 26: 9; 32:17. Mala- 
chi calls it ‘‘the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord”, and Peter informs us that it 
will come ‘‘as a thief in the night’’ and will 
end a thousand years later, with the melt- 
ing of the elements with fervent heat, ‘‘the 
earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up’’ Mal. 4: 5; 2 Peter 3: 10. 
‘The day of God’’ has reference to the 
eternal state, when there will be new heav- 
ens and anew earth, ‘‘wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” 2 Peter 3. 12. 


Every important feature of that golden 
age is foretold in the prophets. Proprecy 
occupies us with Messiah’s people; Messiah’s 
kingdom; his throne; and his glorious reign. 
In this study we are concerned with his 
earthly reign, when the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and ‘‘of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no 
end? Isao: 6, 7. 
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1. CHRIST’S REIGN WILL BE IN SOVEREIGN 
power. 

“Thy people shall be willing in the day 
of thy power’’ Ps 110: 3. No feeble clay 
king will lift up a voice against earth’s 
rightful Ruler. To the nations he will speak 
the word of rebuke: ‘‘Be still and know that 
I am God.” He could say: ‘‘All authority 
hath been given unto me in heaven and 
earth,’’ and it is written: ‘‘The Father hath 
given him authority to execute judgment 
also because he is the Son of Man’’ Jno. 5: 
27. His reign will be one thousand years of 
absolute sovereignty, in which judgment 
will be visited upon every evil doer, Acts 3: 
23. ‘‘He shall smite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. He shall judge 
among the nations and rebuke many peo- 
ple” Isa. 11: 4. ‘‘They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks, because he commands it; 
nation shall not lift up sword against na- 
tion because he forbids it” Isa. 2: 4. 


The millennial Psalm gives us a glimpse 
of the social justice that will prevail. ‘‘He 
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shall judge the poor of the people, he shali 
save the children of the needy and shall 
break in pieces the oppressor. He shall de- 
liver the needy when he crieth, the poor also 
and him that hath no helper. He shall re- 
deem their soul from violence, and precious 
shall their blood be in his sight’’ Psalm 72: 
12-14, His authority will be unquestioned 
thruout the earth. ‘‘And the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth; in that day shall 
there be one Lord and his name one’’ Zech. 
14: 9. 


2. HIS REIGN WILL BE ONE OF peace. 


From the hour of man’s fall the world 
has been filled with sin and suffering, sor- 
row and strife. There has been the spirit of 
unrest, the struggle for existence, the strife 
of nations and the fighting for position and 
power by those who have been moved by 
an unholy ambition. The history of the 
race has been that of worry, war, and 
strenuous effort to gain wealth. The world 
has known little of peace since the serpent 
crept into Eden and /maliciously marred 
that fair paradise. But in the hour of de- 
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spair the promise was given of the Seed of 
the woman who would bruise the serpent’s 
head, and that promise lit up the centuries 
with hope. 


Satan’s advent brought discord and war; 
Christ came as the Prince of Peace. The 
announcement of his advent by angelic 
herald has forever associated his name 
and nature with the thought of peace. 
To the weary, restless multitudes he 
preached peace, and many found rest and 
healing in his message, Eph. 2: 17. He not 
only lived to destroy discord among men, 
he died in the interests of peace, Great 
have been the accomplishments of men, but 
their history affords nothing that will com- 
pare with the greatest achievement of the 
ages, It required eight years to build the 
suspension bridge that unites Manhattan 
aud Brooklyn, but Christ bridged over the 
chasm between human defilement and di- 
vine holiness, and spanned the distance 
from Hades to the throne of heaven in six 
mortal hours! 


As man’s representative, he shouldered 
the sins of the world and bore them away 
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under an awful baptism of divine wrath. 
He championed the cause of man and led 
him back to a lost paradise, satisfying the 
avenging sword by bathing its blade in his 
blood. He met the law and honored it by 
paying its full penalty at the cross. 


As a dying mother placed the hand of an 
alienated son in the hand of a stern father 
while she breathed her last breath, so Christ 
reached down with his arm of humanity and, 
grasping the hand of an alien race, he 
placed it in the hand of the divine Father, 
and there over his dying form united the 
creature with the Creator. Peace was made 
by the blood of his cross, and the world was 
reconciled to God, Col. 1: 20. 


He died to secure peace in this world of 
strife, and before he left it he commrs- 
sioned others to preach the gospel of recon- 
ciliation to an alienated and discordant 
race, 2 Cor. 5: 18, 19. Multitudes have come 
to know his peace thru the message that has 
fallen upon their ears, but the results from 
this evangel are meagre in comparison with 
the larger thought that awaits fulfillment. 
He is coming back again to establish peace 
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thruout a redeemed world, Isa. 9: 7; Psalm 
fare bp i 


“For yet a little while, and he that shall 
come will come,and will not tarry’’Heb.10 :37. 
His tarrying means that Gentile rule, which 
has always been a pathetic failure, must 
utterly collapse in order to make way for a 
wise and permanent government in the 
earth. ‘‘He shall not fail nor be discour- 
aged till he have set judgment in the earth, 
and the isles shall wait for his law’’ Isa. 
42: 4. 


When nations shall be at their wit’s end; 
when stout hearts shall fail for fear and for 
looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth ; when men shall hate like fiends 
and fight like demons, the presence of the 
Prince of Peace will bring speedy deliver- 
ance to a maddened world. Then, and not 
till then, will it be true that he ‘‘maketh 
wars to cease unto the ends of the earth; 
he breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear 
in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the 
fire.” Then he will judge the nations and 
rebuke many people. ‘‘The lofty looks of 
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man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day’’ Isa, 2:11. 


“He maketh wars to cease.’’ His great 
task is to destroy the works of Satan. He 
is King of nations, Lord of armies, Owner 
of worlds. The heathen have been given to 
him’ as an inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for a possession. ‘‘Thou 
shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
shalt dash them to pieces like a potter’s ves- 
sel’? Ps 2: 9. When nations will forever 
cease to learn war, there will be a great sav- 
ing in time and talents, in money, morals 
and men, Isa. 2: 4. 


Peace will be made secure in the earth 
thru righteous judgment and social justice, 
—elements that alone can make it perma- 
nent. Men’s patched-up peace proposals 
will look like child’s play compared with a 
peace established on the eternal rock of 
truth and equity. There can be no peace of 
abiding worth so long as oppression exists 
among men, But oppression must cease, for 
it is written: ‘‘The oppressor shall be de- 
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stroyed out of the earth, that the man of 
earth may no more oppress” Ps 10: 18; 72: 
4. An abiding peace will be established on 
the basis of righteousness; for the work of 
righteousness shall be peace, and the effect 
of righteousness quietness and assurance for- 
ever, Isa. 32: 17. 

There will be unbroken peace for one 
thousand years. The presence of Christ 
will make human strife impossible. ‘‘When 
he giveth quietness, who then can make 
troubie?’’ ‘‘In his day shall the righteous 
flourish and abundance of peace so long as 
the moon endureth’’ Ps 72: 7. Isaiah does 
not see the small patch of cloud in the far 
distance,—he is not thinking of the brief 
hour of revolt at the end of the millennial 
age when he says: ‘‘Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even forever’’ Isa. 9: 7. 


3. HIS REIGN WILL BE ONE OF purity, 

The nucleus of the kingdom that will fill 
the whole earth will be a pure people. Re- 
ferring to the preparation for that day it is 
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written: “I will make a man more precious 
than fine gold; even a man than the golden 
wedge of Ophir” Isa. 13: 12. When the dis- 
ciples asked the Master: ‘‘ Wilt thou at this 
time restore the kingdom of Israel?’’ they 
little knew of the searching test necessary. 
to enter with Christ upon so high a plane 
of life. ‘‘But who may abide the day of: his 
coming? And who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and 
like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a re- 
finer and purifier of silver, and he shall pur- 
ify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteousness’’ Mal. 3: 
3. During the tribulation most of the in- 
habitants of the land will perish, Of the 
remainder it is written: ‘‘And I will bring 
the third part thru the fire, and will refine 
them as silver is refined, and will try them 
as gold is tried. They shall call on my 
name and I will hear them, I will say it is 
my people, and they shall say, the Lord is 
my God’’ Zech. 13; 9. 


A pure language will be given to his peo- 
ple. ‘‘For I will return to the people a pure 
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language, that they may call upon the name 
of the Lord, to serve him with one consent. 
The remnant of Israel shall not do uniquity 
nor speak lies, neither shall a deceitful ton- 
gue be found in their mouth; for they shall 
feed and lie down, and none shall make 
them afraid’’ Zech. 3: 9, 13. 


The literature of that age will be pure. 
And how measureless the benefits of such a 
reform! The teaching will not be limited by 
ignorance, tainted with error, corrupted 
with carnal thought, nor perverted with hu- 
man judgment. As in the reign of Solomon, 
the King will be the instructor of men and 
the teacher of morals for the multitude. And 
many people shall go and say, ‘‘Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
he wll teach us his ways and we will walk 
in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Je- 
rusalem.” From this we may infer that the 
streams of literature will be thoroughly 
cleansed. No corrupting influence will go 
forth from that source to defile the youth 
of the land as at the present day. 
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‘‘The earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 


4. HIS REIGN WILL BE ONE OF prosperity. 


Solomon’s brilliant reign, with its wis- 
dom and its wealth, was but a feeble fore- 
shadowing of that future golden age when 
all that seers have dreamed of, and sages 
have disclosed, as to an ideal social state will 
be realized among men. 


The curse will be lifted from the ground 
and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and singing—for in the 
wilderness shall waters break out and 
streams in the desert. The parched ground 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water.’’ ‘‘Behold the days come, 
saith the Lord that the plowman shall over- 
take the reaper, and the treader of grapes 
him that soweth seed; and the mountains 
shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall 
melt’’ Isa. 35: 1-7; Amos 9: 13-15. 


The curse will be lifted from the animal 
creation. The lion and the tiger will cease 
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to be the deadly foes of the forest. ‘‘The 
wolf also shall dwell with the Lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them.’’ In that day 
even the serpent will have lost his poison 
and power to harm,—‘‘they shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain” Tsa. 
11 "6-95-65 :) 25; 


The curse will be lifted from the race, and 
mankind will mutiply until they have filled 
the face of the earth. ‘‘The eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped; then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing’’ Isa. 35: 5, 6. With the curse 
lifted, human life will be greatly prolonged. 
There shall be no more thence an infant of 
days, nor an old man that hath not filled his 
days; for the child shall die an hundred 
years old; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed. They shall not 
build and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant and another eat: for as the days of a 
tree (1000 years) are the days of my peo- 
ple, and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
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work of their hands.’’ Israel’s sadness will 
be turned into gladness, for ‘‘the ransomed 
of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away’’ Isa. 
35: 10; 65: 20-22. 


Messiah’s reign from David’s throne will 
bring to mankind their largest hopes. The 
priceless things for which the righteous 
have striven thru the centuries will then be 
realized. Christ will rule with such simplic- 
ity as will make the pomp of kings ridicu- 
lous. He will formulate laws that will se- 
eure the highest good to all classes, and 
prosperity will be universal, Ps 72: 17. 


The sermon on the mount will then be put 
into practice, and as a result the race will 
be lifted to a higher moral plane than it has 
ever known. Human laws are necessarily 
limited to action, but under Christ’s right- 
eous rule men will be judged wholly by their 
motives and principles, Matt. 5: 22, 28. God 
desires truth in the inward parts, and it is 
there that truth will be built up in the next 
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age. If the King’s daughter is all glorious 
within, his subjects must also have inner 
purity and excellence, Psalm 45: 13. 


When swift judgment against all deceit 
and unworthy motive is witnessed, the in- 
habitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness, and this condition will afford a solid 
foundation for peace, purity and unprece- 
dented prosperity, Isa. 26:9; Acts 3: 23. 


5. HIS REIGN WILL BE ONE OF praise. 


Messiah’s reign from David’s throne will 
be one of absolute power; of universal 
peace; political and social purity; of unpre- 
cedented prosperity ; and of universal praise. 


His covenant people will return to their 
land with shouts of praise upon their lips. 
They shall ‘‘come to Zion with songs of 
everlasting joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.’’ 


“And he shall live, and to him shall be 
given of the gold of Sheba; prayer also 
shall be made for him continually, and daily 
shall he be praised” Ps 72: 15. 
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The Psalms treat of the character, the 
cross, the crook, and the crowning of the 
coming King, and we are not surprised to 
find the Psalms close with a burst of praise 
unto him who hath wrought such a mighty 
deliverance in the earth. The Psalmist calls 
upon the heavens to praise the Lord; upon 
Jerusalem, ‘‘for he hath strengthened the 
bars of thy gates; he hath blessed thy chil- 
dren within thee’’ Ps 147: 12-14. He calls 
upon the earth and all that is in it to praise 
the Lord; upon kings of the earth, and all 
people; princes and all judges of the earth; 
both young men and maidens; old men and 
children,—let them praise the name of the 
Lord, for his name alone is excellent; let 
every thing that hath breath praise the 
Lord’’ Psalm 146: 1-14; 150: 6. 


MANIFESTATION OF THE K1nG 
A comprehensive study of the kingdom 
would include three important topics,— 


The kingdom in type and shadow—beyond 
the cross. 
in this age, 


The kingdom in mystery 
Matthew 12: 11. 
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The kingdom in manifestation—in next 
age. 


The King will be manifested in great dig- 
nity and glory. Daniel, the statesman, was 
allowed to see something of the splendor of 
his advent,— 


“I saw in the night visions and behold 
one like the Son of Man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near before 
him. And there was given him dominion 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed’’ Daniel 
T: 18, 14. 


There are five similar pictures of his 
coming in power and glory to David’s 
throne, but the one in Matthew is most 
familiar,— 


‘When the Son of Man shall come in his 
glory, and all his holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
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glory, and before him shall be gathered all 
nations; and he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats” Matthew 25: 21, 32. 


1. THE KING WILL BE MANIFESTED TO Israel. 


They shall look on him whom they 
pierced, and shall say: ‘‘Lo this is our God; 
we have waited for him, and he will save us. 
This is the Lord we have waited for him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation’’ 
Isaiah 25: 9: 40: 9; Zech. 9: 9; 12: 10; 
14: 4, 5. 


2. THE KING WILL BE MANIFESTED TO THE world. 


That the world will witness his coming in 
the glory of his Father (Matthew 16: 27), 
and recognize his presence in the earth, is 
plainly taught in Scripture, — 


“And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heaven; and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory” 
Matthew 24: 30. 
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‘‘Behold he cometh with clouds, and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth 
shall wail because of him’’ Revelation 1: 7. 

Then every knee shall bow, in heaven, in ` 
earth, and under the earth; and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father’’ Phillipians 
2 10) 

3. THE church WILL BE MANIFESTED WITH THE 

KING. 

The ‘‘manifestation of the Sons of God”? 
will then be witnessed by all creation, 
Romans 8: 19. 

‘When Christ who is our life shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory’’ Colossians 3: 4; 1 Peter 4: 13. 


Cuanees He Wit MAKE IN THE EARTH. 


I, PHYSICAL CHANGES 


1. Changes in the earth’s surface, Isaiah 
40: 4; Zech. 14: 4. 
2. Changes in the soil, Isaiah 35: 1-7; 
Amos 9: 13. 
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3. Changes in human bodies, Isaiah 33: 
24; 35: 4-6. 


4. Changes in animal life, Isaiah 11: 6-8; 
G5; 25. 


II, MORAL CHANGES 


1. End of reproach for God’s people, Joel 
Pat 


2. End of oppression for evermore, a 
truth unspeakably precious to one who loves 
righteousness, and hates graft, greed and 
grinding the faces of the poor. He will 
‘“‘judge the fatherless and oppressed, that 
the man of the earth may no more oppress’’ 
Psalm 10: 18; 72: 4. 


3. End of rebellion, at least for a thousand 
years, Acts 3: 23. 


4. End of war, and all strife among the 
nations of the earth. The cost of war in 
men, money, morals and misery, has been 
no small item thru all the weary centuries, 
and we can but faintly glimpse an age in 
which the impliments of warfare will be 
unknown, ‘‘Nation shall not lift up sword 
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against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore’’ Isaiah 2: 4; Psalm 46: 9. 


5. End of ignorance, ‘‘for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea’’ Isaiah 11: 9; Jer 
31: 34. ‘‘For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa- 
lem’”’ Isaiah 2: 3. 


III. SPIRITUAL CHANGES 


1. Satan, the enemy of all righteousness, 
the joy killer from the beginning, is cast out 
forever, Rev. 20: 1. 


2. Spiritual conflict ended, for the ‘‘spirits 
of evil in the heavens’’ are cast down, and 
as prisoners are gathered in the pit, Isaiah ` 
24: 21, 22; Eph. 6: 12. 


3. The fear of death removed, for the 
righteous shall live a thousand years, Isaiah 
65: 20; Rev. 20: 6; Heb, 2: 14, 15. 


4. Universal blessing and spiritual illumi- 
nation, Joel 2: 28. After a vivid picture of a 
restored people dwelling in peace under 
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Messiah’s beneficent rule, the following out- 
poring of the Spirit is promised,— 


‘And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions; and also 
upon the servants and upon the handmaids 
in those days will I pour out my spirit”? 
Joel 2: 28, 29. 


Such a prophecy could only be fulfilled 
in the millennium, when ‘‘all flesh’’ is 
cleansed and redeemed. The Holy Spirit has 
never been, and never will be poured out 
on unregenerated or sinful flesh. When the 
people are all righteous, the presence and 
. power of the Spirit of God will be felt and 
known throughout a redeemed world, Isaiah 
60: 21. 
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END OF THE WORLD 


This world had a beginning, ‘‘in the be- 
ginning,’’ butitis hardly Scriptural to speak 
of the end of the world, Matt. 24: 21. Where 
the expression occurs in the New Testament, 
the intended meaning is the end of the age, 
Heb. 9: 26. What is called the end of the 
world is the end of the present order of 
thirgs—the age times—in which God will 
complete his redemptive work, and carry 
everything forward to a perfect moral state. 
The real world is spiritual, a world ‘‘which 
cannot be shaken,” and will never pass 
away, 2 Cor. 4: 18; Heb. 12: 27, 28. 


This visible and temporal earth will per- 
ish in order to give place to that invisible 
world called the new heaven and the new 
earth, 2 Peter 3: 13. The material world is 
at best only a shadow of things real and 
eternal, —things that will be ushered into 
view when the race is ready for such a state 
of existence. ‘‘The invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly 
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seen, being understood by the things which 
are made’’ Rom. 1: 20. The things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal, 2 Cor. 4: 18. The 
removal of ‘‘those things that are shaken, 
as the things that are made,’’ will occur at 
the close of the millennial reign, that those 
things which cannot be shaken may remain, 
Heb. 12: 27. 


At the end of seven thousand years of hu- 
man history, in which God will carry to com- 
pletion the divine plan for the race, this 
material world will be baptized in fire, and 
everything tried by that highest test. Man’s 
mightiest works, whose foundations have 
been laid deep and strong, shall perish be- 
fore the devouring tempest. The elements 
shall melt with fervent heat; the visible 
earth and its works will be burned up, 2 Pet. 
3: 10, 12. Then the entire world will be in 
flame, and everything perishable be de- 
stroyed, in order that the real and spiritual 
might be unveiled and become the permanent 
home of the race. This is called the new 
heaven and the new earth, in which right- 
eousness will dwell forever; for no discord- 
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ant element shall ever enter that divinely 
perfect scene. 


This utter destruction of all things visible 
at the end of time must not be confused with 
the fiery tempest that will break upon a god- 
less world when the Lord returns at the end 
of this age. The might and majesty of his 
coming is vividly portrayed by Daniel. ‘‘His 
throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
wheels a burning fire. A fiery stream is- 
sued and came forth from before him; thou- 
sand thousands ministered unto him” Dan 
7: 10, Isaiah has reference to the same 
event when he says: ‘‘The inhabitants of the 
earth are burned, and few men left; for 
behold the Lord will come with fire, and 
with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render 
his anger with fury, and his rebuke with 
flames of fire. For by fire and by sword will 
the Lord plead with all flesh, and the slain 
of the Lord shall be many’’ Isa. 24: 6; 66: 
15, 16. Malachi tells of the destructon by 
fire in that day, and how it will affect Israel. 
“For, behold, the day cometh that shall burn 
as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 
that do wickedly shall be stubble; and the 
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day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch....And ye shall 
tread down the wicked; for they shall be 
ashes under the soles of your feet in that day” 
Mal. 4: 1-3. 


The teachings of the New Testament are 
in full accord with these prophecies. Paul 
associates his coming with a flaming tem- 
pest. ‘‘The Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ’’ 2 Thes. 1: 8. 


When he comes to reign, at the end of this 
age, the fire that sweeps the surface of the. 
earth will come from heaven, as prophecy 
clearly shows; but at the end of time, a thou- 
sand years later, the destructive flame that 
melts the elements will come from the heart 
of the earth, where it has been kept for this 
purifying process from the beginning of 
creation. Peter, the model preacher, makes 
a practical application of this solemn truth 
to this present life. ‘‘Wherefore, beloved, 
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seeing that ye look for such things, be dili- 
gent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot and blameless’’ 2 Peter 3: 
12-14. 


Eternal Hope! when yonder spheres sublime 

Peal’d their first notes to sound the march of 
Time, 

Thy joyous youth began—but not to fade,— 

When all the sister planets have decay’d; 

When wrapt in fire the realms of either glow, 

And Heaven’s last thunder shakes the world be- 
low; 

Thou, undismay’d, shalt o’er the ruins smile, 

And light thy torch at Nature’s funeral pile. 
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THE ETERNAL STATE 


The eternal state has reference to a per- 
fect moral universe, toward which under 
divine guidance, everything in time is work- 
ing together for good and hastening the day 
of completion. The Son, having put down 
all rule, authority and power, and all ene- 
mies under his feet, will deliver up the king- 
dom to God even the Father; but only to 
have it returned to the Son, for his dominion. 
is an everlasting dominion which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed” Dan. 7: 14; 1 Cor. 15: 24. 


The last two chapters of the Revelation 
tell of a perfect place and a perfect state. In 
the 21st chapter there is a vivid picture of 
a new city. In the first five verses of the 
last chapter we have a full description of a 
perfect state, of a restored paradise. Seven 
features are named,— 


1. Perfect cleansing—‘‘no more curse”’ 
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2. Perfect service — ‘‘His servants shall 
serve him’’ 


3. Perfect government — ‘‘the throne of 
God”’ 

4. Perfect communion — ‘“‘they shall see 
his face.’’ 


5. Perfect holiness—‘‘His name shall be 
in their foreheads’’ 


6. Perfect state—‘‘no night there’’ 


7. Perfect glory—‘‘the glory of God did 
hehten it Vv o;\20:723: 


The temporal will give place to the endur- 
ing, and everything will pass under new 
laws which, tho permanent, must admit of 
continuous growth and unlimited possibili- 
ties in wisdom, love and truth. ‘‘He that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still more; 
and he that is holy, let him be holy still 
more” Rev. 22: 11. 


The three divisions of the race will be re- 
tained. The church will be the centre of the 
new earth and the dwelling place of God, 
Eph, 2: 21, 22; Rev. 21: 3. Israel will be 
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next in importance and position; and the 
nations that are saved will walk in the light 
of the city whose glory will light up the uni- 
verse forever, Rev. 21: 24. 


The fruits of the cross will then be appar- 
ent. The triumphs of the cross will be the 
theme of praise thruout a redeemed world. 
Every touch of the curse will be healed, and 
the last taint of sin removed. God shall 
wipe away all tears; and sorrow, pain and 
death shall be no more, Rev. 21: 1-5. 


The great work of the ages will at last be 
accomplished, and the wisdom and wealth, 
the majesty and beauty of the divine plan 
will call forth ceaseless praise. And God 
who in the beginning was unknown, will 
then be perfectly revealed in all his divine 
attributes, moral glory and infinite perfec- 
tions. He will remain the dwelling place 
and rest of his people, and henceforth, 


All and in All. 


FINIS 
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